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Dear Friends,

†  Paul Cork

United Dioceses of Cork, Cloyne and Ross

DIOCESAN MAGAZINE
June 2020 Volume XLV - No.6
The Bishop writes…

Another month has passed and with it have come more changes, challenges and 
tragedies.  On behalf of us all I extend sympathy, not only to the loved ones of all 
those who have died of COVID-19, but also to everyone who has been bereaved 
during this pandemic.  Not being able to give loved ones the funeral we would 
really want to give them is one of the most heart-breaking aspects of the current 
times.

Much in my prayers and yours, have been those who are ill with COVID-19 and all 
others whose other illnesses have been compounded by the strictures of these 
times.    In a different way,   Leaving Certificate students and  their  families have 
been much in my thoughts and prayers.

In one way or another everyone of us has been affected and, in addition to the 
immense tragedy of death and the vulnerability of illness, there have been the 
anxieties, fears and disappointments.  The American pastor, Nadia Bolz-Weber, 
has referred to the ‘pandemic of disappointment’ in these times: postponed 
events and weddings, cancelled times of enjoyment and togetherness, and much 
more.

Alongside all of this, there is also good news: people who have recovered and 
are recovering from COVID-19; the work achieved by all in society collaborating 
in ‘flattening the curve’; the fortitude and self-sacrifice of frontline workers; the 
extraordinary generosity of volunteers; people going the extra mile to support 
and assist one another; and the so-many ways in which Christians have been 
discovering what it means to be the Church.

Since I last wrote the Government has published a ‘Roadmap’ and a ‘Protocol’ 
for reopening society and business.  These are for us too in the Diocese.   The 
Roadmap signals that places of worship can re-open from 20th July, subject 
to the public health situation between now and then.  Re-opening isn’t as 
straightforward as  it sounds because  ‘the new normal’ will be different.    It will 
include social distancing, hand hygiene and respiratory hygiene - in Church too!  

I have already started engaging with the clergy of the Diocese and with the 
Diocesan Council as we figure out what will be possible in accordance with the 
public health realities that we face for now.  Of one thing I am sure - whatever we 
have to do, we will do together, under God.  You  are all in my prayers.
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Dear Heavenly Father, 
 

You are the God of all compassion and comfort. We thank you that you listen to 
our prayers.We pray today for our world, our nation, our city and our church as 
the Coronavirus spreads. Please bring help to all our communities according to 
their needs. Heal those afflicted and strengthen all who have the responsibility 
for care. In your mercy, please provide a cure and give wisdom to those seeking 
to develop a vaccine for this condition.
 

We pray, too, for ourselves. Enable us to walk by faith. Help us to be careful 
and wise in taking whatever precautions are necessary to limit and contain the 
spread of this virus. Strengthen us to remain calm while vigilant; responsible 
citizens seeking the welfare of others above ourselves. 
 

At times of uncertainty and anxiety, help our world to look to security in your 
Son, Jesus Christ. And give courage to Christians as we point others to the One 
in whom there is always hope.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 

https://sydneyanglicans.net/covid19prayers

A PRAYER DURING COVID 19
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Chaplaincy and COVID-19: Physically distant 
but spiritually close

The arrival of COVID-19 has 
changed so much of what we do 
in hospitals. Literally overnight our 
hospitals have changed from being 
sociable and energetic communities 
where  staff  colleagues  of  all 
disciplines gather in our hospital 
cafes and restaurants to catchup 
during our morning or lunch breaks 
to places with restrictions, physical 
distancing, perspex shielding, 
one-way walking corridors and 
facemasks. So too our hospital 
chapels are now empty save for the 
broadcasting of liturgies. We have 
all become much more aware of 
our personal space. 

For patients there is an eerie 
quietness  as  their  loved  ones 
cannot come to visit. Family 
members drop bags of clothing 
and messages to a reception area 
for delivery to their loved ones on 

a ward. These are strange times! 
While some of our patients are 
being treated for COVID-19, most 
continue to be treated as usual for 
their other conditions. In addition 
to COVID-19, babies continue to 
be born, people continue to get 
sick and need hospital treatment, 
patients recover and go home and 
of course people continue to die 
unrelated to COVID-19: the rhythm 
of life continues. It is like a parallel 
world at times.

Pastoral care is a supremely human 
and relational discipline in hospital. 
Healthcare chaplains, alongside 
our other healthcare professionals 
continue to provide care but we 
have  to  do  it  differently.  We  are 
triaging calls and referrals so that 
we can prioritise people in most 
need on any given day. We are 
accustomed to being mindful not 

The Chaplaincy Team – Rev David Bowles and Dr Daniel Nuzum
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to be vectors of any infection in the 
ordinary course of events but since 
COVID-19 we have a heightened 
awareness of this. 

There is no getting away from the 
fact that everything about COVID-19 
is scary. It is scary for patients and 
their loved ones and it is scary 
for us too. The sight of staff  in  full 
personal  protective  equipment 
(PPE) is scary too. It can feel so 
impersonal. We are very aware of 
this and we have been working very 
hard to overcome these barriers. 
One small action is printing a photo 
of our face and taping it to the front 
of our PPE so that a patient can see 
what we look like and be reminded 
that behind the barriers is a caring 
human being.

Another dimension of our pastoral 
care is caring for and supporting our 
staff colleagues, a number of whom 
are isolated from their own families. 
We are very aware of the personal 
cost of this. In my own home our 
children worry because both of 
their parents work in hospitals and 
both of us have had to be swabbed 
and nervously await the arrival of 
the COVID-19 test result. 

However, despite all that is 
worrying, there are many beautiful 
things happening. We have been 
forced to focus on what really 
matters in our care of patients and 
their loved ones. I am humbled by 
the tremendous ‘can-do’ attitude 
of amazing colleagues. We have 

learned to connect in creative 
ways through the use of iPads 
and technology, connecting us 
with patients for conversations, for 
prayers and at  times  for  their  final 
conversations. We are also using 
technology to connect patients 
with their loved ones at home. 
Our Diocesan Mothers’ Union 
have generously provided holding 
crosses for patients which have 
become very popular, our letter 
writing initiative is busy. 

We continue to care, to listen, to 
pray, to celebrate the sacraments, 
to weep with and to celebrate with 
those who recover. We continue 
alongside our multidenominational 
chaplaincy colleagues to witness 
to Christ’s healing presence. And 
we continue to care for you if you 
are worried about a loved one. 
Please know that you can reach 
out to us to your local parish clergy 
by telephone. So while we are 
challenged by physical distancing 
and PPE we strive to be spiritually 
close in these strange times. Thank 
you for your prayers, cards and 
expressions of support. Thank 
you too from us all for all that you 
are doing to reduce the spread of 
the virus in the community. Please 
stay safe and together we can get 
through this.
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Hello….is there anybody out there???!!

For some people this is a sad reality in 
our current situation. As isolated and 
frustrated as we may feel, even though 
we are surrounded by our families, 
there are others who are so much 
worse  off.  I  am  hugely  concerned  for 
the mental health for many people, 
young and old.  So I am trying to keep in 
touch with as many teens as I possibly 
can via group messaging, Instagram, 
Facebook, emailing and our new form 
of communication – Zoom. If anyone 
would like a chat or a rant or just a 
good old laugh, please do contact me! 
We will keep each other sane!
 
I have been kept very busy here since 
we last spoke. Home schooling is 
going well and to be fair to my two 
boys, they just get stuck in and get it 
done so that they can have a few days 
“off”!  But I must admit that I am ready 
to hand in my notice to the teachers 
and tell them that I am taking the early 
retirement option! I absolutely applaud 
teachers everywhere! It is hard enough 
to teach a class but to do it from behind 
a screen must be horrendous.
 
Our Zoom meetings with the teens 
were in such high demand from both 
the youth and the parents, that we have 
now gone weekly with them! Lots of 
games and chats and laughter are had 
on these weekly meetings. It is great to 
see some new faces with the age group 
ranging from 12-16yrs. But I have been 
very aware that our up and coming 
first  years  were  a  bit  nervous  about 
joining.  So after a few discussions 
with parents and clergy, I am hoping to 
start a separate introductory 6th class 

Zoom meeting in the coming weeks. If 
you would like to hear more about that, 
please do contact me for more details. 
Exciting times ahead!
 
Unfortunately,  for  our  Confirmation 
Candidates, their day has been put on 
hold. It is inevitably very disappointing 
and upsetting as they had put a lot of 
work into their preparation for it. But 
remember, it will happen and I can’t wait 
to be there on the day to witness your 
Confirmation  Day.  In  the  meantime,  I 
will remember you all on the day that it 
was meant to be.
 
There has been a lot of disappointment 
over the last few weeks for everyone. 
Especially the students who were 
supposed to be sitting exams this 
summer. There is a lot of uncertainty 
about college courses and life in 
general. You are all in my thoughts and 
prayers. One thing I have discovered in 
life is that it has a way of working out. It 
might not seem like it is the “right” way 
at  first  but  trust  in  yourself  and  keep 
pushing forward! The sky is your limit, 
don’t let one set back bring you down. 
 
Another disappointment is that we have 
also had to postpone our Glamping trip 
in July. But never fear, we will get back 
to normal eventually and we will have 
an amazing reunion when it is safe to 
do so. I actually cannot wait!! I miss the 
youth terribly!
 
On the plus side though, seeing as 
I can’t celebrate my BIG birthday in 
June, it also has been postponed to 
possibly next year.  So therefore, I am 
officially  staying  39  this  year!!!    See, 
there is always a silver lining!!!
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Make the most of this lockdown. Do 
the things you have wanted to do but 
never had the time, chill out and enjoy 
your family time. This too will come to 
an end and we will all be back to the 
madness and chaos of rushing and 
racing around again and wishing that 
“we had more hours  in the day”! Until 
next time, keep smiling!!
 
Keep an eye out on the CDYC 
Facebook page or our NEW Instagram 

page Cdychilda, for any updates. 
If you would like more info on 
anything please contact me on dyo@
corkchurchofireland.com  or    (086) 
8790623 and I will get back to you as 
soon as possible.

Bye for now,
Hilda Connolly.
(Diocesan Youth Officer)

It is with regret that the Board of Here2 
Help announces that it will close 
permanently on 31/12/2020. 

The process of closure began in 
December 2019 with the closure of 
our crisis pregnancy and counselling 
service. Information and Tracing 
services continued at a reduced level 
into 2020, but will cease permanently on 
30/06/2020. The administrative wind-
up will be completed on 31//12/2020. 

Upon  closure  files  and  records 
concerned with adoption, will be 
transferred to an appropriate body to 
facilitate a tracing service in the future. 
It  is proposed, but not  yet confirmed, 
that the recipient body would be the  
Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI). 

Closure of Here2Help was precipitated 
by legislative and policy changes 
the Repeal of Eighth Amendment 
particularly, heralded a new way forward 
in how crisis pregnancy services would 
be delivered to women and families 
who needed them, and in line with this 

the demand for services provided by 
Here2Help reduced significantly. 

On behalf of my colleagues on the 
Board, and all at Here2Help, I would 
like  to  offer  sincere  thanks  to  all who 
stayed in touch with the agency and 
who donated to our services, some 
over many years. 

Future donations: 
While Here2Help will close its doors, its 
sister agency Pact, which provides  
adoption services on behalf of Tusla 
remains open. Should you wish to 
continue to make a charitable donation, 
I would ask that you please consider 
Pact, (www.pact.ie which is co-located 
with Here2Help at: 
Arabella  House,  Nutgrove  Office 
Park.  18D  Nutgrove  Office  Park, 
Rathfarnham, D14. 

May I wish you and yours, good health 
and good wishes for the future. 

Yours sincerely, 
David Godfrey 

Announcement of Closure of Arabella Counselling 
T/A Here2Help 31/12/2020
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CMSI Sends Covid Support to Global 
Church
Last week saw the Church Mission 
Society  Ireland  transfer  the  first wave 
of financial support  to  its partners, as 
part of the response to the coronavirus 
pandemic. In all, over £20,000 was 
distributed across 12 Global Partners in 
seven countries, bringing much needed 
help to churches as they respond to 
the crisis on their own doorsteps.

CMSI launched its Covid-19 Response 
Appeal at the start of April when 
it became clear that the impact 
of the pandemic was going to be 
particularly severe for its partners 
and the communities they serve. 
As CMSI’s Mission Director, Jenny 
Smyth explains, the initial support for 
the appeal has been very encouraging:

“We are so thankful for every donation 
that we have received towards this 
appeal. We are especially grateful 
for a generous grant of €10,000 from 
the Church Of Ireland Bishops’ 
Appeal. Thanks to this grant and 
to the generosity of churches and 
individuals throughout Ireland, our 
partners are now getting to work to 
stop the spread, support the vulnerable 
and relieve suffering. 

“The requests and needs of our partners 
are vast. We want to encourage more 
people   to support them at this time. 
The more we give, the more they can 
do.”

The money distributed to CMSI’s 
partners last week included support 
for:
· Food relief programmes in DR Congo, 

Egypt, Kenya and Rwanda.

· Water tanks and hand washing 
facilities for schools in Burundi.

· Logistical support for PPE distribution 
to rural hospitals in Nepal

· Shelter and counselling for those 
made  homeless  by  flooding  in  DR 
Congo.

· Training and support for Covid-19 
preparations at a clinic in South 
Sudan.

· Support for mask-sewing initiatives 
in DR Congo and South Sudan.

 
Rt Revd Ferran Glenfield, Bishop of 
Kilmore, Elphin and Ardagh and Chair 
of the Church Of Ireland Council for 
Mission, had this to say about CMSI’s 
response:

Church Mission Society, Ireland

CMSI’s Covid-19 Response Appeal; A 
member of the mask-sewing group of 
Maridi Diocese Mothers’ Union (South 
Sudan)
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“The global Church has been greatly 
impacted by the crisis. CMSI works 
in partnership with sister churches in 
some of the poorest places on earth. 
Can I invite you to support CMSI’s 
Covid-19 Appeal which will make a 
huge  difference  to  some  of  the  most 
vulnerable people in the world? We 
are all in this together, so please give 
generously as resources will be needed 
in the short and long term to put things 
right in Jesus’ name.”

CMSI works closely with 20 Global 
Partners across nine different countries 
Africa and South Asia. These partners 
are all local expressions of the Church, 

engaging in life-changing, holistic 
mission. Given the long-term nature 
of the relationship with these partners, 
CMSI and link churches throughout 
Ireland  are  able  to  respond  quickly, 
directly and personally to its partners.

Money donated to the CMSI Covid-19 
Response Appeal will ensure that the 
Church is supported at the centre of 
this crisis - enabling God’s people to 
share His help and His hope with those 
who most need them.

To find out more or to support the CMSI 
Appeal, visit www.cmsireland.org. 

Thursday  March 12, 2020 is a day that 
will remain in the memories of teachers, 
pupils and parents for ever more. News 
of the closure of all schools, colleges 
and preschools from that evening, 
broke  in our staff  room at break  time. 
The announcement when made to 
children later in the afternoon, was met 
with a mixed reaction, from  tears of 
confusion to cheers of joy.

Working from home certainly posed  
challenges. The sudden closure 
allowed little time for planning. It 
also created challenges for parents, 
trying to balance work with family and 
home schooling . Some experience 
difficulties with  poor Wifi  and sharing 
devices with others in the family.

For us, the aim initially was to connect 
with every pupil and to keep everyone 
engaged. Teachers focused on the 
most important learning goals and 
work  was emailed to the children. 

Help and support began almost 
immediately. Many publishers released  
their publications online to pupils and 
teachers.  Some produce ideas for 
lesson plans which are so welcome, 
including our religious education 
lessons put together every week by 
Jacqui  Wilkinson.  Several  webinars 
were available, mainly to help with 
distance learning. Upskilling in 
technology was a steep learning curve 
for some of us, but had to happen 
quickly!  All  teachers’  professional 
development courses are now held 
remotely.

Easter holidays provided a breathing 
space to set up a more structured 
remote learning programme. The app 
that we use allows the children to write, 
draw, take pictures , record videos, 
and send to the teacher. Teachers 
then respond to the children, give 
instructions, guidance and share links 
to various websites.

A School Community working remotely 
during Covid 19
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Childrens’ work can be corrected and 
approved from the teacher’s phone 
or  other  device.  Very  different  from 
the bag of copies to be corrected! As 
the weeks progress we’ve extended 
its uses, and the possibilities are 
wonderful. The children can enjoy  
remote school assemblies with Rev. 
Isobel. They’ve gone on virtual tours, 
and we’ve managed to plan our Active 
School Week.

Children are also enjoying  the TV 
programmes produced, and they’re  
availing of the opportunity to develop 

other skills, like 
gardening, baking, 
cycling and crafts.

As teaching is 
very much a team 
enterprise, much 
of the day is spent 
emailing and calling 
people. Weekly 
staff  meetings,  and 
all other meetings  
take place remotely, 
usually on ZOOM, 
and we’re now 
planning to hold 
some of our annual 
events in this way 
also.
Although we’re 

constantly  trying  to  find  ways  to 
provide a valuable learning experience 
for the  children, remote learning 
cannot provide the essential social 
interaction that goes on every day in a 
classroom. We miss the children, and 
they miss their friends and teachers. 
We look forward very much to being 
back together in our classrooms.

Mrs Doris Bryan (Principal)
Templebreedy National School

Templebreedy National School

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS
Remittance must accompany small advertisements — €25 for up to twenty five 

words; 25c for each additional word. Box Numbers €5.00 extra. Box Number Replies 
to Cork, Cloyne & Ross Diocesan Magazine, St Nicholas  ̓House, 14 Cove Street, 

Cork.
WE NEED BOOKS, especially Irish interest and military. Search the attic - what 
you find may be valuable. We pay well. Send lists to Schull Books, Ballydehob. 
Tel. 028-37317. E-mail: barbara@schullbooks.net.
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Last week we  had  our  first diocesan 
trustee meeting by Zoom – it was 
great. Almost everyone was able to 
make it and it was lovely to see each 
other and be able to discuss some 
important matters. It sounds like 
meeting up in person is a good way off 
yet! So,  the question  is, what can we 
do and what are we doing? We have 
been keeping in touch with branches 
and members via email, sending out 
prayers, knitting patterns, MU updates 
etc; please ask your branch leader to 
keep you up to date. The Mothers’ 
Union Midday Prayers are now on 
the Mothers’ Union Facebook page 
each day and the other day over 100 
people joined in from all over the world. 
Isn’t technology wonderful? There are 
also some good resources for crafts, 
prayers, other activities for these 
unusual times on the Mothers’ Union 
website (address below).

Some members are busy knitting 
or crocheting Pocket Prayer Cloths 
and Hearts to give to people who 
are feeling isolated or are in hospital 
(see photos).

We have been able to give some 
wooden holding crosses to Rev Daniel 
Nuzum, who is chaplain at CUH, to 
give to patients. We have been looking 
at how AFIA (our holiday scheme) can 
work while there is not travel and have 
come up with a plan to bring AFIA to 
people in their homes. Details of this 
will be made available very soon.

Mothers’ Union recently launched an 
emergency fundraising appeal; there 
has already been a good response. 
More is needed in order to support our 
work in many countries; you can keep 
up to date with this on the website 
www.mothersunion.org. Families 
Worldwide is in the post, along with 
a letter from central Mothers’ Union 
about the emergency appeal and 
the  financial  challenges  facing  us  as 
an  organisation/charity.  These  are 
unprecedented times and all charities 
face uncertainty in relation to funding. 
If you have any questions about  it all, 
please get in touch. My number is 086-
3680513.
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Please continue to pray for Mothers’ 
Union all around the world as we all 
face challenges. I heard just today of 
the devastation caused by heavy rain 
in East Africa, as well as the impact 
COVID-19 is having. In Uganda, for 
example, women are dying because 
they need a permit to travel to the 
hospital to give birth and cannot 
get the permit on time. How awful 
is that! Many of our members live in 
countries that do not have resources 
to help their people whose lives 
are already difficult, even without a 
pandemic. Pray for them, please.

I  finish  with  a  Mothers’  Union  prayer 
for out times and a reminder to put our 
trust in God – 

Loving Lord,
we pray for your love and compassion 
to abound
as we walk though this challenging 
season.
We ask for wisdom for those who bear 
the load 

of making decisions with widespread 
consequences.
We  pray  for  those  who  are  suffering 
with sickness
and for all who are caring for them
We ask for protection for the elderly 
and vulnerable
to not succumb to the risks of virus.
We pray for misinformation to be 
curbed
that fear may take no hold in hearts and 
minds.
As we exercise the good sense that 
you in your mercy provide 
may we also approach each day in faith 
and peace,
trusting in the truth of your goodness 
towards us. Amen

Philippians  4:6-7    “Be anxious for 
nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known 
to God; and the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.” HD

Scouting Ireland
Douglas and St Fin Barre’s Scout Group

Scouting Ireland remains closed 
however some Zoom meetings 
between Leaders are happening as 
well as virtual meetings with youth 
members,  a  quiz  or  two  -  generally 
people keeping in touch. Campsites 
are closed and the grass is growing 
ever longer. Perhaps activities might 
get underway in September but it’s  
unlikely there will be any camping this 
year.

The 75th Anniversary of VE day started 
me thinking of the past. This is the third 
and by far the most disruptive event in 

our 113 year history. However, it should 
be of shorter duration. The first was in 
1914 at the outbreak of the First World 
War. Scouting was only seven years old 
and it was closely aligned to the British 
Army and Administration so many 
Leaders and Rover Scouts joined up 
for the duration of the war, while cubs 
which was mainly run by female leaders 
continued. Scout Troops and Rovers 
were left very thin on the ground and 
many closed until the war ended.

The  second  was    in  1939  when  war 
broke out.  Things were quite different 
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On Wednesday 22nd April, nursing 
homes in Ireland, including Saint 
Luke’s Home, Cork - a 148 year old 
charity in the Diocese  - received 
new guidance from the HSE advising 
that masks be worn by all healthcare 
workers in caring for residents, 
regardless of the COVID-19 status 
of a resident.  The charity CEO, 
Tony O’Brien, contacted the HSE 
who were unable to assist with the 
supply of masks, so Bishop Colton 
who chairs the Board of Directors 
made an appeal on social media 
and local radio.

In  order  to  fulfil  the  new guidance 
St  Luke’s  requires  10,000  masks 
every week.  Bishop Colton said:

Sourcing PPE, as everyone knows, 
is a huge issue at the moment.  We 
have been overwhelmed by the contacts we have received.  The 

unforeseen cost is a challenge, 

then.  We were a Free State, but yet 
many thousands of Irishmen went to 
fight  and  many  of  those  were  Scout 
Leaders or Rover Scouts and so 
once again Scouting operated on a 
diminished basis until 1945.

We know of some of those who went to 
war but there were many more. Arthur 
McAdoo and Elmer Storey from 1st 
Cork St Luke’s Group joined up. Arthur 
joined the Royal Navy where he served 
on Destroyers taking convoys up to 
Russia and then as a decoder on a 
cruiser in the far east. Elmer joined the 
RAF  and became  a Squadron  Leader 
and stayed for all of his working life.

Three of the Scouts who had joined 2nd 
Cork St Fin Barre’s Cathedral Troop 
when it was formed in 1930 joined up.  
Kenneth Thresh joined the Royal Navy 
and became a  Lt. Commander. Sadly, 
Gerald Cruyws and Tom Walpole joined 
the RAF and both were killed.

Perhaps when we think of the suffering 
and sacrifices of those two awful wars, 
staying at home or distancing seem 
very small inconveniences indeed. We 
will return in due course, but like the 
two wars we must always remember 
those who have died from Covid - 19 
and their families and those who put 
their lives on the line to save others. 

Eileen O’Keeffe, CNM at St Luke’s, receives 
a gift of 5,000 masks from the Lord Mayor of 
Cork, Cllr Dr John Sheehan

Response to Bishop Colton’s Appeal for 
Masks for Saint Luke’s Home



Arabella House, 18D Nutgrove Office Park, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14 (01) 216 6300 
info@here2help.ie 

Intercountry and Domestic (including step parent) 
Adoption 

 
 

Phone: (01) 2962200, Email: info@pact.ie 
www.pact.ie

Rev Kingsley Sutton with his daughter 
Rosanna on the occasion of his 50th 
Birthday – see Kilgarriffe Union notes



Peter Stobart and Robbie Carroll present the Wednesday lunchtime concert 
from Cork and Galway -  see St Fin Barre’s Union notes

Andy Jeffers and Rev. Cliff Jeffers at the Rectory in Dunmanway 
after the online Service on 19th of April
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of course, at a time when routine 
fund-raising is also scuppered, so 
we are especially grateful to those 
who have donated two supplies 
amounting to 10,000 masks to tide 
us over the first week until we can 
get sorted with sourcing a regular 
supply. Our residents are also 
fund-raising and asking people to 
sponsor their lap of the garden.

The  first  week’s  supply  of  10,000 
masks was secured by two generous 
donations: from the Lord Mayor of 
Cork, Cllr Dr John Sheehan, a GP 
in Cork, and Mark Whitaker, CEO of 
Johnson and Perrott Motor Group.

The residents of Saint Luke’s Home 
are also fund-raising for this and are 
asking people to sponsor them for 

their laps of the garden of the Home.  
You can donate at:  https://give.
everydayhero.com/ie/residents-
staff-walking-a-lap-for-st-luke-s 

On Wednesday evening 22nd 
April the Lord Mayor, Cllr Dr John 
Sheehan himself delivered a gift of 
5,000 masks and he was  received 
by  Eileen  O’Keeffe,  one  of  the 
Clinical Nurse Managers at St 
Luke’s Home. 

On  Thursday,  23rd  April,  Tony 
O’Brien took delivery of a gift of 
5,000 masks  donated by  Johnson 
and Perrott Motor Group, sourced 
with the help of MG Cars in the 
United Kingdom.

St Luke’s Home, CEO, Tony O’Brien takes delivery of 5,000 masks donated by
Johnson and Perrott Motor Group in Cork
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Over the past few days An Taoiseach, 
the Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom, and the devolved 
administration in Northern Ireland have 
each published some form of  “road 
map”  to  guide  us  out  of  the  current 
severe restrictions which had been put 
in place in response to the coronavirus 
pandemic.  
Although  the  road  maps  differ 
somewhat from one another, they all 
point to a gradual and a graduated 
easing of restrictions. Each is set 
out in stages and presupposes that 
movement to the next stage will require 
satisfactory progress against certain 
criteria. It is acknowledged that there 
may be setbacks.
We want to thank all of those in the 
Church of Ireland community and 
far  beyond  who,  by  their  sacrifice  of 
personal liberty, have made progress 
to this point possible. We especially 
wish to thank all of those who have 
self-isolated and all who have strictly 
observed the guidelines laid down by 
public health authorities. It has often 
been far from comfortable to do so.
We wish also to commend those who 
have been involved in reaching out 
into their parishes and communities 
to maintain the work and witness of 
the Church; through online services of 
worship; through parish initiatives to 
maintain a sense of togetherness; and 
through action with other groups and 
projects. In short, by serving God, “not 
only with our lips but in our lives”.
The  burden  of  work  and  of  suffering 
during this period of emergency has not 
fallen equally on us all.  As the picture 

becomes clearer and the statistics 
more complete, we want to pay tribute 
to and give thanks for all who work 
in care homes throughout the island. 
Their selflessness and resourcefulness 
in caring for very vulnerable people 
under  difficult  circumstances  cannot 
be praised highly enough. The workers, 
residents and families in that sector, 
along with all who work on the front 
line in hospitals and in the community, 
remain at the forefront of our prayers. 
We continue to pray also for all who are 
ill and those who have been bereaved 
of loved ones at a time when funerals 
and grieving cannot follow their usual 
patterns.

As progress is made, there is an 
inevitable eagerness to return to 
our old patterns of worship. That is 
our hope too in the long run. In the 
meantime, as with any other gatherings 
which have the potential to spread the 
Covid-19, progress towards that goal 
will be gradual. A return to even small 
gatherings for worship will require close 
observance of both social distancing 
and hygiene requirements as laid down 
by the public health authorities. Even 
where such gathering for worship is 
permitted,  it  may  well  require  each 
parish to carry out an evaluation and 
risk assessment.

For now, we thank God for the vocation 
he has given us to worship him, to care 
for his people, for our neighbours and 
for and his world. We thank you for 
being faithful in living out that vocation 
in troubled and uncertain times and for 
moving forward in faith, in hope and in 
love.

Statement from the Archbishop of Armagh and the 
Archbishop of Dublin

The Most Revd John McDowell and The Most Revd Dr Michael Jackson
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Archive of the Month
www.ireland.anglican.org/library/archive

A Visual Window to Rural Church Settings in the 1930s
A rare set of 27 lantern slides depicting 
various churches principally in the 
diocese of Leighlin, but additionally 
from the dioceses of Glendalough 
and Kildare, and one of St Fin 
Barre’s Cathedral, Cork, has recently 
been transferred from St Canice’s 
Cathedral to the RCB Library by the 
Dean of Ossory, the Very Revd David 
MacDonnell.

The Dean comments:  ‘This set of 
lantern  slides  offers  us  a  charming 
glimpse into the gentler times of 1930s 
in rural Ireland. I am delighted that this 
collection, which has long sat on a 
dusty shelf in the cathedral library, may 
now be enjoyed by a wider audience 
online.’

He found the collection 
in the St Canice’s Library 
building (also known 
as the residence of the 
Bishop’s Vicar) adjacent 
to the cathedral.

These have been 
digitized, and to provide 
some lighter visual 
relief the collection 
is available to view, 
with accompanying 
descriptions, as 
May’s Archive of the 
Month. There are more 
churches in the united 
diocese of Cashel, 
Ferns and Ossory than 
in any other diocese in 
the Church of Ireland, 

and it is a treasure to have discovered 
a keen amateur photographer at work 
to capture them visually during the 
1930s, or possibly earlier.

Who exactly the photographer may 
have been remains something of a 
puzzle,  but  the  final  image  set  (the 
only  one  to  contain  identified  people) 
is entitled ‘Canon and Mrs Dudley 
Fletcher  in  group  at  St  Laserian’s,  25 
June 1931’. It thus appears to capture 
the canon and his wife beside him, 
surrounded by five other women, with a 
partially-hidden cleric behind, possibly 
at some parish event or cathedral 
celebration.

Canon William Dudley Saul Fletcher 
(1862-1848)  was  serving  as  rector 

The collection includes three images of ‘Shillelagh Church, 
Co. Wicklow’; one showing the ‘Gateway erected at W. 
entrance Shillelagh Churchyard, Co. Wicklow, in memory of 
Dr F. J. G. King’, RCB Library St Canice’s Lantern Slides
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of  Leighlin  and Wells  from  1927  until 
his retirement in 1946. In addition to 
this post, he also held various senior 
clerical posts within the diocese – as 
Treasurer of  Leighlin Cathedral,  1930-
35; later as its Precentor from 1935-46; 
and also as Prebendary of Killamery in 
the neighbouring diocese of Ossory, 
1933-46.  He  was  thus  embedded  in 
the lives of both dioceses and likely 
to have been regularly moving around 
them, either to preach at services in 
different churches or at meetings and 
events with fellow clergy. Perhaps he 
took a camera with him, or in his leisure 
time got out with the camera then. 

The  result  is  a  sequence  of  delightful 

images showing several churches, 
and two three diocesan cathedrals in 
the  relative stillness and  tranquillity of 
rural  Ireland  during  the  1930s.  Many 
of these images are captioned and 
specifically dated, so we know that they 
roughly date between 1932 and 1936. 
Significantly  the  collection  contains 
six colour  images.    In 1935, American 
Eastman  Kodak  introduced  the  first 
modern “integral tripack” colour film or 
Kodachrome, so it is interesting to see 
a similar technique in use for some of 
the photographs in this collection. 

The collection may be viewed online in 
full at www.ireland.anglican.org/about/
rcb-library/archive-of-the-month 

In a shot taken in 1934, there is site of a lonely figure and broken wall on the road into 
the village of Tullow, with the spire of ‘St Columba’s Church, Tullow, Diocese of Leighlin’ 
visible in the distance,  RCB Library St Canice’s Lantern Slides
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SCHOOL NEWS

Celebrating Sport Ashton celebrated 
its annual Sports Assembly remotely 
as we recognised the achievements 
of our Sports Captains in Transition 
Year, 6th  year students who have 
participated in extracurricular  clubs 
and teams throughout the duration of 
their time in Ashton. 

We also recognised our Junior Sports 
girl of the year -  Julia McCarthy, Junior 
Sports boy - David Ahamefula, Senior 
Sports boy - Jack O Meara and Senior 
Sports girl - Claire Jermyn. 

Also given awards were Irish Under -18 
hockey internationals - Kevin O’Dea, 
Jack O Meara and Sean Bateman, Irish 
Under-16 hockey  international - Cian 
Dorgan, badminton international 
- Rachel O Flynn and swimming 
international - Cian O’Riordan.

Sixth Year Graduation  Ashton  staff, 
Sixth Year students and their families 
crowded around laptops and tablets 
on Tuesday, 19th May to view the first 
graduation ceremony to be broadcast 
entirely online.  What was initially 
considered a substitute for the ‘real 
thing’  turned  out  to  be  a  unique  and 
special event which included some 
surprises such as drone footage, 
creative dance and a video montage 
masterfully edited by student Amy 
O’Connell.  The many talents of 
our students were on display from 
violinists to singers to speech makers. 
Teachers recorded messages of good 
wishes to the students.  All the Ashton 
community joins with the teachers in 
wishing the graduating class of 2020 
nothing but the best in the future.

Ashton School
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Students and teachers have missed 
the usual hectic excitement of the 
summer term in this most unusual of 
years. By now teachers and students 
have become used to the new normal 
of classes by digital means and video 
conferencing.  It has been remarkable 
how rapidly the dispersed school 
stretching from Bandon to Germany, 
Spain, Switzerland, Nigeria, South 
Africa and even Vietnam has adapted 
to distance learning, tutorials by zoom 
conference, year group meetings and 
especially remote delivery of pastoral 
care and learning support.  The weekly 
tutorials led by our chaplain Rev. Anne 
Skuse have been a highlight of this 
strange period, calming, unifying and 
inspiring, the message of the gospel of 
love has never been more relevant.

The philanthropic nature of the school 
community has been to the force in 
several initiatives. Ms Ni Loingsigh, 
Mr Bartley, Mrs Kelly and Mrs Galvin 
organized a highly successful exercise 
challenge and fundraiser for HSE 
PPE purchasing titled #stePPEup. 
The challenge to donate and walk 
the  67,000  steps  to  support  67,000 
frontline health workers over a week 
got us all out to exercise and raised 
almost €10,000 for PPE. Mr McMahon 
then ran the equivalent of 4 marathons 
in 4 days raising a similar amount for 
Special Olympics. Transition Year 
students Angus Seigne, Thomas 
Dodd and Shane Hathaway raised a 
great deal of money through May and 
shaved off their hair for summer in aid 
of ALONE.

Congratulations to Mrs Helen 
Redmond and her outstanding team 

of environmentalists who have recently 
secured another Green Flag. In addition 
to many energy conservation schemes 
they have also planted an acre of 
school grounds with native deciduous 
trees and laid out more wild flower bee 
meadows.

The School Talent competition has also 
gone ahead with the acts performed 
brilliantly at home and transmitted 
remotely.  Congratulations to parent 
singer  /  songwriter, Nella, whose new 
release ‘We’re all in this together’ 
features aspects of our school life and 
messages of support from teachers.

The stop-start nature in which the 
unprecedented cancellation and 
replacement of both the Junior Cycle 
and  Leaving  Certificate  examinations 
took place between Good Friday  and 
May  8th  caused  much  anxiety  and 
disappointment. Schools and teachers 
filled    the  breach  and  emergency 
solutions have emerged.  However, we 
must have far more advanced planning 
and determined leadership to prepare 
for schools to re-open and remain 
open in the new school year. Well done 
to the outstanding sixth form this year 
for mainstreaming their calmness and 
work ethic.

The board and I extend our deep 
appreciation for the enormous and 
innovative  efforts  being  made  by  our 
staff, our students and our parents.

Thank you.
Ian F.Coombes
Principal.

Bandon Grammar School
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Midleton College
Summer term has arrived, but this year is 
very  different  to  those  of  the  past.  Since 
March 12th, Midleton College and all Irish 
schools have had to close their buildings 
following Government advice due to 
Covid-19. We have moved tuition to an online 
environment and have been supporting 
student learning primarily through the use 
of Google Classroom and Google Hangout 
Meets. Although the school is closed, it has 
not stopped the school community engaging 
in many events and activities from their own 
homes. Art Week saw challenges issued daily 
where students had to get creative in making 
pieces such as Food Face Art, Miniature Art 
Pieces, create an Assemblage character 
and an origami piece of Art. Art History 
questions were also issued each day, which 
the students had to answer. Ms. Flood was 
blown away by  the quantity of entries  from 
all who took part in the Midleton College 
At Home Bake Off and  it was an extremely 
difficult  decision  to  select  winners.  Well 
done to all who entered. The winners are:  
Senior Competition - Caoimhe O’ Mahony, 
Junior Competition - Harry Smith Huskinson, 
Incoming Form 1 student - Ava Huggard and 
Teacher Competition - Mr. Nugent. 

The PE department also kept our students 
busy by hosting an Active Home Week 
with many students sending in videos of 
themselves completing various challenges 
set by our PE teachers. We encourage all 
students to try and stay active over the next 
few weeks, especially leading up to exams - 
it is important to take movement breaks for 
our general health and wellbeing. Remember 
the goal of 60 minutes of physical activity 
every day. Please check out the Facebook 
page for photos of the winning entries. All 
these competitions and wonderful creations 
which the students made, can be seen on 
the ‘Friends of Midleton College’ Facebook 
Page. 

The Midleton College Sunflower Competition 
is still open to all pupils of Midleton College 
(present and incoming First Years). The 
response was truly inspirational and a sign 

of what the Midleton College community is 
made of, especially in challenging times like 
these. High praise to all our participants, 
but in particular to our incoming First Years 
who showed incredible dedication and 
commitment. Let us see whether we can 
boost this growing trend further. So join us 
in our attempt to improve biodiversity and 
rise  to  the  challenge  to  grow  at  least  434 
sunflowers: one sunflower for every Midleton 
College pupil. The bees and wildlife will 
thank us, too. 

Midleton College is proud to be associated 
with  the  Benchspace  project  where  3D 
printers all over Cork are busy printing 
parts for face shields. Our own Ms. Louise 
Curtin is using the school Ultimaker to print 
a vital part of the face shields that are so 
desperately needed by our  frontline staff  in 
the  medical  field.  The  face  shields,  when 
complete, are delivered free of charge to 
hospitals and elderly care institutions.

Congratulations to Ben Richardson. Form IV 
who reached the finals of the National German 
Olympiad. The competition took place online 
recently, with Ben competing for a place to 
represent Ireland in the International German 
Olympiad. A fantastic achievement to reach 
the  national  final  and  testament  to  Ben’s 
enthusiasm and commitment to German.

The Midleton College Music Night will take 
on  Tuesday  12th May  from  7pm.  Students 
and  staff  will  perform,  sing,  play  and/
or read a verse. The performance will be 
live streamed on the Friends of Midleton 
College Facebook page. We wish the Music 
department and all performing, the very best 
for this event. 

As the school will not reopen for classes 
this term, the summer exams will take place 
remotely. Best wishes to all students in their 
end of year exams. We hope that all stay 
safe in the coming weeks and that we will 
see all back in Midleton College following the 
summer break. 
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News from 
the Parishes
ABBEYSTREWRY UNION (Skibbereen, Castletownshend, Caheragh, 
Baltimore) 
Rev. John Ardis  028-21234
  Mobile: 087-6807289
 Email: abbeystrewryunion@gmail.com
Parish Website www.abbeystrewry.com

From the Registers As a parish, we offer our deepest sympathies to the family of 
Lily Salter whose funeral and burial took place at Creagh cemetery on Thursday 
14th May.  May she rest in peace, and rise in Glory!

The rector writes… If you had told me a few months ago that my Saturdays would 
compose of editing the Sunday service in preparation of being uploaded onto the 
parish YouTube account I would have suggested you had lost the plot!  However, 
that is now the case.  The effort continues to provide a pre-recorded service on a 
weekly basis, and I am very grateful to my trainee organist and camera man, Joe 
Ardis for his assistance.  Videos from the parish YouTube account can be viewed 
by  searching  for  Abbeystrewry Union  on You  Tube or  at:https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCUj0nWwcwn6cyIAFX_APUiQ.  If you want to hear news from the 
parish I invite you to visit the parish Facebook page (search for Abbeystrewry on 
Facebook) and for a link to the Sunday service and downloadable said service of 
Spiritual Communion, visit https://www.abbeystrewry.com/service-times

Select Vestry The current Select Vestry remains in office, and I am very grateful 
to them for their continued support.  We have been in contact to try and plan what 
the current emergency means for the parish, however vestry meetings remain an 
impossibility in the current environment.  

Sunday 26th July As a parish, we are looking at what a return to Church might 
mean. Sunday 26th July (all being well) is the provisional date given by the 
Government however how this is to be done will take careful planning and can 
only take place when it is safe to do so.  What is certain is that it will not mean 
that all churches will be open as usual.  More details will follow when the picture 
becomes clearer.

Cancellation of Summer Duty In consultation with the Bishop, Summer duty 
has been cancelled.  This means that visiting clergy and lay readers will not be 
staying in Tullagh Lodge (Baltimore) this year.  This coming summer will have a 
very different feel to it, and I imagine (and hope) that there will be a greatly reduced 
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Emma Bateman, Sixth Year student performing at the 
6th Year Graduation Ceremony – see Ashton School notes

Clare Shorten and her partner Des who showed us around the Clonakilty 
Ambulance base on 10th of May - see  Kinneigh Union notes
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number of visitors to the parish this summer.  During the week, I contacted all 
those who had organised and provisionally booked concerts.  The fourteen 
concerts planned in all the churches over the summer have sadly been cancelled.
It is important to remember that just because our Church buildings remain closed, 
our Church community is not shut down.  We continue to pray for each other in 
these challenging situations.  This is very acute when a death occurs, and the 
‘normal’ large West Cork funerals cannot take place.  We look forward to a time 
when we can meet each other face to face.

Looking Forward  Speaking  selfishly,  there  have  been  a  number  of  positives 
to come out of the enforced lockdown.  My study is possibly the tidiest it has 
ever been since moving to Skibbereen!  There has also been a great deal of 
satisfaction attending Diocesan meetings from the comfort of my study rather 
than the usual three hour round trip.  I have also greatly enjoyed the daily morning 
prayer via zoom with clergy and lay readers, which I have tried to attend fairly 
regularly.  Yes, I can’t wait to go back seeing parishioners and sharing in worship 
again, but perhaps there are opportunities and things the church can learn from in 
our present reality.  Maybe we shouldn’t try too hard to go back to ‘normal’!  Stay 
safe, and may God bless us in these most unusual of times.

BALLYDEHOB UNION (Ballydehob, Aughadown) 
Rev. Steve McCann  028-37117
  Mobile: 087-1478300
 Email: ballydehobrector@gmail.com
 www.ballydehobunion.com  

Living in God’s Blessing  By the time you read this magazine, we will be 
considering what it looks like to reopen our churches.  No doubt during the time 
of lock-down, many people have found the experience frightening and even 
discouraging.  It is a good time to pause and reflect upon the beatitudes as given 
us by our Lord Jesus and found in chapter 5 of the Gospel of St. Matthew.
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 
be satisfied.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons[a] of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness› sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.”
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The beauty of the beatitudes is found in the first word of each beatitude, blessed, 
or in the Greek transliteration, “Makarios.” Makarios is a verb, which means it is 
an action word. It is written in the present tense, but because it is a verb it means 
that the activity of the verb is ongoing . Jesus is telling us, the listeners, that all of 
life is blessed, regardless of life’s circumstances.  God has blessed life in its very 
creation. It does not reduce God’s blessing upon all His children even when their 
earthly circumstances are seemingly unbearable. The difficulties of life are a sign 
of the fallen nature of creation and the manifestation of sin at work through the 
purveyor of all lies. God desires to see all His blessed. Indeed, when Jesus dies 
on the cross and rose from the death, he renewed and redeemed all of creation 
to a state of blessing in God, according to God’s own promises and according to 
his eternal and everlasting covenant with His people.

So you are blessed by God, not because of what is or is not happening in 
the physical world, but because of your relationship with God. If you are not 
recognizing God’s Blessing, then perhaps you are not walking in faith with the 
God who provides blessing to the poor and the rich alike Turn to Jesus now, 
call upon His name, give Him your heart as His dwelling place. Let Jesus be 
the King of your heart and He will manifest the renewal that has already been 
accomplished 2000 years ago. He will walk with you, and you will be able to do 
all things through Christ who strengthens you. He will renew your mind and your 
life and He will bring you safely home. May you have a truly blessed day, because 
after all you are already blessed in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus.

Condolences for the Swanton Family  As we give thanks for the life of 
Sarah “Sadie” Swanton nee Kingston, Dreenaclough, Ballydehob, we offer our 
condolences to the Swanton family and the extended family as they mourn the 
loss of Sadie, who passed away in her 94th year. As was her wish, she slipped 
away peacefully at home, in her own bed, in the presence of her loving family. 
Sadie had been the beloved wife of the late Jack and loving mother of William, 
Liz (Ryan) and Jean (Cadogan). Adored Nana of the late Niamh Cadogan.  She 
will be sadly missed by her loving family, sons-in-law, Mike Ryan and Denis 
Cadogan and daughter -in-law, Kathleen, as well as her brothers George and 
Henry, grandchildren, Karen, Sharon, Siobhan, William, Patrick, Lorraine, Shane, 
Stephen and Katelyn and three great grandchildren, nephews, nieces and 
extended family, her faithful home carers and her beloved dog, Tiny and all her 
relatives, neighbours and friends.

Sadie was a character and a  true fighter who had experienced many mishaps 
over the years, and there were many a time that medical staff questioned Sadie’s 
stamina and resolve to heal and get back to her home to her beloved family and 
dog.  She surprised any medical personnel and well as many friends when she 
made such amazing recoveries from broken vertebrae in her neck, a broken hip 
and a number of other injuries.  Sadie loved to visit with callers as well as share 
laughter wherever  it was  on  offer.    She was  a  very  avid  gardener,  even when 
others warned her to quit, she carried on as she was able.  May Sadie’s courage 
and stamina be and encouragement to us as we give thanks for her wonderful life.  
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As we mourn her loss, may we root ourselves in the knowledge that God is ever 
merciful and that He neither leaves nor forsakes us.

Condolences for the Levis Family  As we have commended Eliza “Betty” Jane 
Levis to the Lord, we extend our condolences to the Levis family and extended 
family, and we give thanks for the fullness of her life.  Betty, from Shountellig, 
Dunbeacon, Durrus, Cork, and on the 8th May 2020 she died peacefully in the 
exceptional care of the staff at Skibbereen Community Hospital.  Betty was the 
beloved wife of the late Bill Hegarty and later of Bill Levis.  She was the mother of 
the late Frances, grandmother of the late Shane Cadogan and dearly loved mother 
of Lily (Jennings), Brian, Mary (Jennings) and Diane Cadogan. Sadly missed by 
her children, her much loved grandchildren, great-grandchildren, daughter-in-law 
Noelle, sons-in-law Victor, Albert and Seamus, nephews, nieces, sister-in-law 
Hilda, relatives, kind neighbours and her many friends.

Betty was known for her faithfulness, she was a woman of the Lord, and had 
a fondness for God’s Word, and for sharing it with all who desired.  She had a 
love for life and a joy that testified to the Spirit of God present within her.  Betty 
was also a keen knitter.  She had knit for her family, friends and for retail outlets 
throughout her life.  She had also knitted for numerous parish events, and support 
the parish through her generous donations of a variety of knitted goods, including 
many dolls, and a nativity set which is displayed in Saint Matthias Church in 
Ballydehob.  Her knitting and doll making has warmed many people’s lives and 
brought many smiles to others.  We also give thanks for the many ways in which 
Betty enhanced and touched our lives.  As Betty was so fond of knitting, may we 
knit ourselves together in the love of the Lord, as Betty herself was.

BANDON UNION (Bandon, Innishannon, Rathclaren, Brinny, Ballinadee) 
Rev. Denis MacCarthy  023-8841259
Parish Office (Tuesday & Friday mornings)  023-8841259
Parish Web Page www.bandonunion.ie
Parish email  parishoffice@bandonunion.ie

Postponements We should have been celebrating Mayday as our annual Parish 
get together, both a social and fundraising event. The funds normally raised 
would go towards Children’s Ministry and the Youth Group enabling some of 
our teenagers to part take in the Diocesan Youth Council Leadership Training 
programme.

May 31st should also have been a day of celebration in the Parish as we were 
scheduled to welcome Bishop Paul on his annual visit in which he would confer 
the Sacrament of Confirmation on candidates who had been preparing for it. Our 
thoughts this week are with Ewan, Josh, Ellie, Madline, Eadain, Ruth and Amy 
who were to be confirmed on the 31st May. 

Prevalence of Influenza While we remain anxious about Covid 19 our Parish 
notes  from  February  1892  inform  us  Bishop  Robert  Samuel  Gregg  asked  the 
Clergy of  the United Diocese,  that on Sunday 24th    January 1892 at Morning 
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Prayer and Evening Prayer that prayers be offered for the Royal Family  in their 
affliction and that on account of the prevalence of Influenza in the Diocese the 
following prayer be said:
“Almighty God, Who in Thy wrath rememberest  mercy, and Who hast taught us 
that whom Thou lovest Thou chastenest, we beseech Thee to have compassion 
on us who are now visited with the scourge of great sickness and frequent peril 
of death; give us grace to come nearer to Thee in our trouble, and if it be Thy will, 
remove the affliction from which so many are suffering; for the sake of Thy dear  
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The anxiety regarding Influenza that was sweeping the land was also highlighted 
in the Church of Ireland News.  The editor the Rev. J. A. Jennings, Rector of 
Downpatrick reported: The Influenza has attacked all sorts and conditions of men 
- especially clergyman, from the Lord Primate down to the latest curate. We have 
lost many whom we  can  ill  spare  from  its  after-effects,  notably  the Bishop  of 
Down.  We are thankful to say that as we go to press, that the Primate and the 
Archbishop of Dublin are both maintaining their strength, but the condition of the 
Bishop of Meath gives rise to considerable anxiety.  

The Irish Ecclesiastical Gazette goes on to tell: During the past year death has 
been busy in the ranks of our Clergy. Fifty one Clergymen of the Church of Ireland 
died during 1891, eleven over the previous year. 1892 also saw the death at 93 of 
probably the oldest clergyman in the Church of Ireland, Rev. Canon Edward Perry 
Brooke, Precentor of Dromore.

To finish with a bit of good news I will refer back to the parish notes of January 
1892: The results of the examination in Religious Knowledge, held by the General 
Synod of the Church of Ireland, and in which the higher and intermediate schools 
of the country compete, have just been published, and it is gratifying to those 
who  take an  interest  in  religious  teaching  to find  that pupils  from  the Diocese 
of Cork have carried off the very highest honours in the whole of Ireland. Mary 
Hewetson,  of  Rochelle  Seminary,  is  bracketed  equal  for  the  Ferns  Exhibition 
(the highest award given), whilst Eileen Wilson, also of Rochelle, has gained 
the first gold medal in the senior grade. In the middle grade Albert Robinson, of 
Bandon Grammar School, takes the first gold medal for the best answering  in 
the country, whilst in the junior grade the first place and the first silver medal has 
been won by R.R. Muir, of Cork Grammar School. The highest prizes in every 
grade consequently fall to the Diocese of Cork, a success unparalleled since the 
institution of examinations.  

  CARRIGALINE UNION (Carrigaline and Monkstown)
Canon Elaine Murray  087-2363100  021-4372224
Parish Office (Mon, Wed, Fri 9am - 12 noon)  021-4374045
  Email: parishoffice@carrigalineunion.org
 Website: www.carrigalineunion.org

Canon Elaine writes…  It continues to be difficult to know what to write in this 
magazine each month. So much has had to be cancelled or postponed - the 
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confirmation service on 7th June, the Parish Fete on 23rd May, the Parish BBQ on 
26th June, the Book Circle, the Friendship Club, the Littlies +1, the Holiday Club, 
6th Class Leaving Service, the Diocesan Synod, the General Synod.  The list goes 
on and on. But on the positive side, we are doing things together albeit remotely. 

Child watching the live streamed 
service

Sunday Service The weekly live streamed 11am 
Service continues from St Mary’s Church each 
Sunday (except for Sunday 3rd May as the hole in 
the Parish Hall caused by the car crashing into it 
meant that there was no electricity that week! 
(see photos) I have had many good feedback 
comments on the service. Last week , one of our 
little ones told her Mammy to tell me it was ‘very 
good’ – high praise from a 6 year old! (see photo)         
Thank you to Simon Woodworth for organizing 
this for us in the parish. It is a true Godsend 
and many of you really appreciate ‘being’ in the 
church each Sunday.

Midweek Service We have also begun having 
a Zoom Morning Prayer from the Rectory at 
10:30am each Wednesday morning and this has 
been really lovely. Someone who ‘attended’ last 
week sent me a text to say ‘Wednesday now feels 
like Wednesday should’.   As I mentioned before 
to some of you, since Holy Week at the beginning 
of April, the clergy, lay readers and diocesan staff 
members meet each weekday morning at 9am to 
have Morning Prayer by Zoom and this has been 
a great support to all of us and to me personally 
over the previous two months. We even had an 
impromptu Birthday Party for Revd Kingsley who 
celebrate the big 5 0 on 11th May.
 
Study Group We have also had a vibrant 
Wednesday night Study group looking at Faith 
and Art, (Sieger Koder’s art in particular) and 
hopefully we can keep going with this. I thought 
we might look at Patrick Kavanagh’s poetry next. 
We have had people tuning in from as far away as 
Dublin and Luxembourg. All very exciting.

Children each month around the time that we 
would have had the All Age Service, the children 
have had Activity sheets and colouring in pictures 

sent to them by post. Some of the parents got in touch to say how thrilled their 
children were to have post actually addressed to them!  I have also sent out 
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Sunflower seeds to all the children, even the babies, so that we can still have our 
Tallest Sunflower competition in the autumn. 

School The St Mary’s School Board of Management has met by Zoom also. The 
school is of course very much affected by the Pandemic. They have been using 
a system called Aladdin which seems to be working well. I sent in an Assembly 
which was ‘posted’ on the Aladdin system for parents to view from home. I had 
some lovely feedback from parents about it. I hope in the future to be able to 
use Zoom to deliver Assemblies. As I said, all of the children are worried about 
when and how they will be back in school. In particular, my heart goes out to 
the children in 6th Class who will now, more than likely, not see each other in 
person before they leave national school.  I will be producing the usual Parish 
6th Class Prayer Cards for each of them and posting it out to them and I’m sure 
that the school will reach out to them and gather them back together as soon as 
is possible.

Youth I know that CDYC, the Cork Diocesan Youth Committee, and the Diocesan 
Youth Officer, Hilda Connolly, have been running week Zoom Parties for our young 
people which is much appreciated. And of course my prayers are with all of the 
young people who don’t have to sit state exams this year. It is a very confusing 
time for all these young people as they live through extraordinary times.

Select Vestry have been meeting via Zoom and it has been very effective. As we 
have had no Easter Vestry, those on the Select Vestry have agreed to remain on 
until such time as an Annual General Vestry can take place. Thank you to all of 
them. We will have a lot on our plate until the Parish Hall gets rebuilt.

Finally and most importantly is the regular phoning around of people, checking 
in on them. This is vital, especially for people living on their own. We need to hear 
other’s voices, we need to exercise our own voices! Keep ringing each other!  We 
can also send each other cards and letters. We are getting to appreciate our post 
men and women so much nowadays. I have loved getting some cards from you. 
They have really warmed my heart!

I suppose I am saying all this so that you will 
know that our communal life hasn’t ground 
completely to a halt. It just looks very different 
indeed. We can still see each other on screens, 
we can still pray for each other and reach out 
to each other in many ways. I pray for you all 
daily and I hope you will pray for me as we 
negotiate, together, whatever is to happen in 
the next few months.
God bless us all.

Eco Notes.  With our present lockdown, the 
Climate Justice candle is out of circulation. 
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Eco Congregation Ireland suggests we make our own at home. Details at www.
ecocongregationireland.com.  We certainly enjoyed making our own (see photo). 
(Valerie Andrew) 

If you have any items on any aspect of our parish life that you would like 
included in the July/August Magazine, please email them to the rector 
(emitincork@gmail.com) before the 7th June please. 

CARRIGROHANE UNION (Carrigrohane, Blarney, Inniscarra)
Canon Ian Jonas  021-4871106
Rev. Robert Ferris  021-4516620
Parish Office (Mon. - Fri mornings)  021-4877260 (+voice mail)
 Website: www.cupcork.ie
  Email: office@cupcork.ie  
Youth Workers: Matt and Katie Gould   085-1080067

Update from Blarney What a confusing strange time! To even begin to write 
about these past few months is difficult because we’re still living through a period 
which we’ve been plunged into with little warning and even when we’ll come 
out of it is also an unknown entity at this stage - even with roadmaps and the 
timescales which the Government has helpfully set. 

Things we’ve taken for granted all of our lives have been turned on their heads. 
Some of the greatest sectors of society have had to take a break.  Who would 
have thought this time last year - airlines would be grounded, Irish Pubs would 
close for months and even McDonalds drive throughs would be shut up for 
months on end. Then there is schools - where do we even start with them. 

As we come through this, we do so together - even though we are apart for a 
while. I am so looking forward to being together at some point in the not too 
distant future (keeping social distance of course!). Until that day - wherever you 
are and whatever you are doing - Let’s be kind to those we come across - take the 
extra time for a smile - enjoy God’s creation - appreciate the bird song and know 
that you are loved by Him and part of a big family. 

Appreciating the small but important things in life is so important. 

If you do need us - we are here - do get in touch.
Robert Ferris

God’s Welcome When I was first introduced to Carrigrohane Union of Parishes a 
few years ago by the Jenkinsons, the word ‘church’ took on a whole new meaning 
for me. In Carrigrohane, I was introduced to a sense of community and family that 
was totally new. 

Before, to me, church meant rules. It meant doing what I was told because a book 
said so. In Carrigrohane I found something new, I found faith that opened up a 
whole new side of God’s kingdom. Here,  I understood for the first time what  it 
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truly meant to give your life to God, and why it is the best decision you can make. 
In the Carrigrohane Church welcome, I saw God’s welcome.

For  to  me,  finding  faith  was  understanding  the 
phrase “come as you are”. I discovered that it wasn’t 
a case of “become a better person and we’ll let you 
into our club”. I was suddenly surrounded by people 
who had been on a journey of faith for the greater 
part of their lives, yet I never felt like I was playing 
catch up. In Carrigrohane, I was simply welcomed 
as I was mirroring Jesus words:

“All those the Father gives me will come to me, and 
whoever comes to me I will never drive away.” John 6:37

As someone who has experienced the overwhelming love and support of our 
congregation, I cannot wait for our move to The Carraig Centre. I cannot wait 
to be part of a body, praying and bringing a new movement of God into the 
Ballincollig community, to experience God’s welcome.

God bless and see you all soon.

Macdara Bolada-Dawson

Services in Carrigrohane Union For the latest broadcast service and online 
fellowship in Carrigrohane Union of Parishes please look at the website www.
cupcork.ie.

CLOYNE UNION (Midleton, Cloyne, East Ferry, Corkbeg)
Very Rev. Susan Green   021 4637913 
 s2011green@gmail.com

Socially Distant Parish Notes
Parish life like in almost every aspect of our lives has been utterly transformed by 
the changes that have been brought about by the restrictions placed on all of us 
because of Coronavirus. Nevertheless, there has been plenty happening just not 
in the same ways and places as it usually does. 

Live Streamed Services Although we are not meeting physically, we continue 
to meet together by way of social media. There is a livestreamed service from St 
John the Baptist Church in Midleton every Sunday on our Facebook page Cloyne 
Union which is available on the page after that. As well as Facebook, the same 
service from St John the Baptist is also available on the Cloyne Union YouTube 
channel from 11.30am.
These livestreamed services have grown in depth and complexity from the first 
time the service was steamed, before the full lockdown was announced when 
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Noel Ryall - The Lord’s Prayer

Nick Becker - The Lord’s Prayer

there was a small socially 
distancing congregation. 
Now they are much better 
and include hymn lyrics, 
images, and inserted video 
clips of parishioners reading 
psalms and lessons. 

Wendy England read the 
23rd  psalm  to  us  just  after 
bottle feeding lambs and 
talked about God’s care 
for us in all circumstances. 
Several parishioners 
contributed to a clip of 
the Lord’s prayer that was 
shared multiple times on 
Social Media, thank you to 
them, and to all who have 
read.

Present in church for these 
services are just three 
people, the Dean, the 
organist, to whom we 
are deeply grateful as he 
enables us to enrich our 
services with music, and 

Patrick Orr (the Dean’s son) who looks after the technical end of things. For the 
techy amongst us, he streams to Facebook using OBS software on a laptop 
linked through a mobile phone which acts as the camera (using DroidCam).  We 
also have a single mic wired by USB to the laptop. We have also been using 
several pre-recorded short clips which are inserted in real time into the livestream. 
There is no Wi-Fi in the Church, so it is all achieved by hotspot from a phone. At 
the time of writing the 2km restriction has recently been widened to 5km and we 
are planning to livestream from Cloyne Cathedral in the near future.

Keeping in Touch We are also regularly emailing parishioners with updates, if you 
would like to receive these emails sign up at https://mailchi.mp/e93f389cba81/
cloyne-union . There is an email every Saturday with details about Sunday’s 
service and there is a midweek update every so often too.

Coffee and Chat Mornings Over the time of the shutdown we have had several 
Zoom Parish Coffee and Chat Mornings and some after Church Zoom coffees, all 
have been valuable ways of connecting especially for those who are living alone. 
Details of these are in the emails, and the password for the after church zoom 
coffee is given out during the service.
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Collegiality For clergy, the support of Diocesan Colleagues has been wonderful, 
we have been in constant contact by various means and have helped each 
other in so many ways. Thank you to the Bishop and to colleagues, clerical and 
administrative who have shown great collegiality, spiritual support, and much 
needed good humour too.

Confirmation The  Confirmation morning  was  almost  our  last  diocesan  event 
before the closure and the five young people who should have been confirmed 
by now are still awaiting what will happen. While it will be a little while until things 
get going again, we wish them every blessing as they commence school online 
exams and look forward to setting a new date in the months ahead.

Reopening At the moment we are a little unsure as to the reopening procedures, 
but we will be sure that we will do everything we can to comply with hand 
sanitising and social distancing recommendations. Each church will undergo a 
risk assessment before re-opening.

COBH & GLANMIRE UNION (Cobh, Glanmire, Little Island)
Rev Paul Arbuthnot  021-4355208
  083-8961465 
 Email: paul.arbuthnot@gmail.com
 Parish website: www.cobh.cloyne.anglican.org

At time of going to press, public worship is suspended in line with Government 
Public Health guidelines
 
In the meantime, you can stay in touch with all that’s going on in the parish by 
joining our email list. Email the Rector (paul.arbuthnot@gmail.com) to be added 
to it.
 
The parish is also on Facebook, where regular updates about church life are 

St Lappan’s, Little Island 

given. Log on and click ‘like’ on the parish page in 
order to stay in touch.
 
Our parish website also is frequently updated with 
parish news.
 
The government’s road-map to re-opening Ireland 
put the re-opening of places of worship into Phase 
4 of the plan. If there is no further spike in the 
COVID 19 virus, Phase 4 will commence on 20th 
July. 
 
We are currently making preparations to make 
our places of worship safe for re-entry during this 
phase.
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News of this return will be given via email, social media, and on the parish 
website. We look forward to returning to the regular pattern of worship as soon 
as is feasibly possible.
 

The Rector continues to pray for the needs of the parish, diocese, and wider 
world through the Daily Offices and celebrations of the Eucharist.

 

DOUGLAS UNION WITH FRANKFIELD (St. Luke’s, St. Michael’s,
Frankfield, Marmullane)
The Ven. Adrian Wilkinson   021-4891539
Rev. Hazel Minion   021-4361924
Parish Office (Friday morning)   021-4369578
  douglasofficecork@gmail.com
Parish Website:  www.douglas.cork.anglican.org

The Rector Writes… Last month the General Synod of the Church of Ireland was 
to be held in Croke Park. Because of the Covid-19 emergency, it was postponed or 
may even have to be cancelled for this year. I wondered if this had ever happened 
before. In consultation with the Chief Officer of the Representative Church Body, I 
was informed that the last time a General Synod had to be cancelled was in 1916 
due to the security situation in Dublin after the Easter Rising. 

This month our Diocesan Synod was to be held. It too has been postponed.  It 
is hard to know when large church gatherings of people into one venue will be 
able to resume. We are people who enjoy meeting others. Whether at national or 
local level, we renew friendships and enjoy fellowship when we gather for worship 
and to transact business for the Church.  However, despite the lack of meetings, 
the work  of  the Church  continues. Worship  is  offered  through  the medium  of 
technology and pastoral care continues through email, social media and phone 
calls.

At parish level, we have not been able to hold our Easter General Vestries. I 
am grateful to all the members of the current vestries who continue to stay on 
in office until such time as a meeting can be arranged and new elections held. 
While all members of a Select Vestry have a role to play, I want to particularly 
single out our parish treasurers, John Kershaw (Douglas Union) and Roger Flack 
(Frankfield), for the conscientious way in which they have addressed the financial 
challenge our current predicament presents. Contact has been made with all 
regular subscribers and their response has been generous to date. 

However, while acknowledging the generosity of our regular subscribers, 
we are also looking at other ways that people who receive ministry might be 
able to contribute to financially support this ministry.  I am aware that the short 
worship services I prepare are being seen as far away as Indonesia, Canada and 
Lebanon. Much closer to home, parishioners who may rarely attend church on 
a Sunday appreciate the weekly email link and attached worship materials. This 
Diocesan Magazine is also being provided free of charge online at present. Please 
acknowledge what you receive as a gift from the Church in any way you can. 
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The global pandemic has forced us all out of our comfort zones and led us to ask 
deep questions about the things that are of enduring value. As someone who only 
in the most of exceptional of circumstances has not attended worship on Sunday, 
and who takes great pleasure in finding everything from little village churches to 
great gothic cathedrals to attend when I am on holidays, I miss hugely not being 
with a physical congregation on a Sunday morning. Like many of you reading 
this, I too feel the great privation of not regularly sharing in the eucharist with 
others. While health considerations must always be paramount, all we can do for 
now is hold on and wait until circumstances change for the better.

I hope many others like me realise what they are missing when it is forcibly taken 
from them and will attend church again when they are permitted and confident 
enough to so. While online services are a temporary and valuable measure in 
these extraordinary circumstances, they should never become the new norm. The 
value of people gathering to worship in a sacred space, set apart solely for that 
purpose, is of inestimable value. While we are like the Children of Israel in the Old 
Testament in temporary exile, we long to be able to return to ‘home’. 

St Luke’s School Notes   All  the  pupils  and  the  staff  in  St  Luke’s  have  been 
coming to terms with ‘Remote Learning’ since 12th March. Google Classroom has 
become the new ‘Normal’ for all of us! It is certainly very different for both staff 
and pupils and we look forward to the day when we can all return safely to our 
classrooms.

Despite only being together ‘virtually’ school life is still continuing. Pupils have 
been engaging in many different types of learning. They have been baking, milking 
cows, gardening, feeding hens, playing shop, typing, reading, taking part in PE 
challenges, designing creative projects as well as completing assignments in the 
core subjects every day.

Zoom has become the new platform for Staff and Board of Management meetings. 
We also had really good news last week. We were awarded our fourth Green Flag, 
this one is for travel. Congratulations to our Green School Committee, led by Ms 
Joyce for all their hard work.  We look forward to raising our flag in the Autumn. 
(Mrs Susan Colton, Vice Principal).

St Michael’s School Notes  Our physical classrooms are closed for now, but 
our school community most certainly is not. We all understand that keeping each 
other safe and well is the most important job.

We are thankful that technology has allowed us to continue to engage with our 
educational plans as much as possible and to continue with some of our projects. 
This has been a learning experience for all of us and teachers have appreciated 
the support and patience of pupils and parents as we become familiar with this 
new way of working. I am proud of the teachers adapting so enthusiastically to 
this new reality. As my own pupils know well, I usually called on them to solve my 
tech issues at school!! IT support is lacking in my own house! 
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While it is not comparable to the fun and energy of a normal school day, 
teachers and SNA’s are all using these online platforms to support pupils and 
stay connected. When we can see faces and hear voices, we feel less lonely. 
We especially enjoy our whole school Zoom assembly on Friday morning with 
Archdeacon Wilkinson - it is helpful to have some aspects of school life continue. 
As a parent myself, I am fully cognisant that this is a massive challenge for parents 
- balancing working from home, parenting, physical and mental health, as well 
as getting some ‘schooling’ done too.  It is often simply too much, and family 
harmony and mental health should always be prioritised. Teachers are advising 
all families to do only what they can in their own situation. Parents are, after all, 
the primary educators of their children and there is a lot more to learning than 
what can be found in a book or on a screen! Many of our pupils are keeping 
super fit, learning new skills, helping with cooking, creating art, making movies, 
gardening and taking time to relax.

We have been so excited to receive emails, photos and letters telling us about 
all the activities our pupils have been doing at home.  You can see some of our 
news on our website in our home school gallery. https://www.stmichaelscoi.
com/xxx  This has been a difficult and confusing time for most of our pupils and 
they have been amazingly resilient and positive - embracing all opportunities to 
connect. We are immensely proud of them all.

I feel for my wonderful 6th class who will miss out on so much they have been 
looking forward to in this last term - rites of passage in many ways. School 
tours, sports days and a planned musical have been cancelled. However, we 
will celebrate all the more when we can, and we will not forget how mature and 
understanding this group especially have been. If you know someone in 6th class 
in any school, please do something special for them. We are hopeful for brighter 
days and a happy September return to the school we all love so much. Please 
keep our pupils,  families and staff  in your prayers.  (Ms Annemarie O’Donovan, 
Principal).

FANLOBBUS UNION (Dunmanway, Drimoleague, Drinagh, Coolkelure)
Rev. Cliff Jeffers  023-8845151
  Mobile 087-2390849
 Email: rector@fanlobbus.ie
Cox’s Hall Bookings  Hilda Deane 023-8845959
  Liz Patterson 023-8855612
Newsletter & Diocesan Magazine Notes  Carol Ross 086-0853062
 Email: fanlobbus@gmail.com
Lay Reader: Sam Jennings   023-8845470
 Website: www.fanlobbus.ie

Each week since the 22nd of March we have held our service online live from the 
Rectory in Dunmanway.  One of our aims was to lead worship and share the good 
news  to help keep hope alive during  these difficult  and confusing  times.   Our 
second aim is to try to bring our community together by including interviews with 
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Warner Family from Drinagh who send in this 
lovely photo when we were thinking about 
the Emmaus Road on the 24th of March

members of our parish who are 
overseas and not able to return home 
at present, and also by inviting 
parishioners to send in photos based 
on the theme for the week.

In the weeks between Easter and 
Pentecost we have been focusing 
on the challenges and changes that 
confronted the disciples.  During these 
seven weeks Jesus friends come the 
meaning of Jesus’ resurrection and 
to discover the task ahead of them 
as Jesus is returning to heaven and 
the Holy Spirit is going to be given 
to strengthen and support them as 
they continue Jesus’ work.  These 
challenges are true for us too, as we 
seek to make Jesus know through 
our lives and the life of our church 
community. 

For the service on the 26th of April we 
did some analysis of those who were 
‘tuning in’ and invited those who were 
watching and listening to let us know 

Pie chart of those who watched (or listened) 
to the Fanlobbus Online service on Sunday 
26th of April

that they had connected with the 
service, either live or at a later time.  
From their responses we received we 
were able to determine the spread of 
people who were watching, which is 
given in the pie chart below.

As well as people tuning in on 
Facebook, we also have the facility 
to dial in using an ordinary telephone, 
which works well for those who are not 
connected to the internet.  West Cork 
FM have all been rebroadcasting our 
services on Sunday evenings at 6pm 
on their digital radio service. 

As we are starting to consider returning 
to services in our churches, even if this 
is still some time away, a question that 
we will have to think about is if we are 
going to continue connecting with 



35

people on-line when ‘normal service resumes’.   We will be reflecting on this  in 
the months ahead.  In the mean time we have sourced hand sanitisers for the 
churches, halls and rectory, in preparation for the time that we will be able to meet 
in our churches again.

We have had a few occasions where we have met with our toddler group and 
youth group online using Zoom.  We are also grateful to Hilda Connolly, our 
diocesan youth officer who is providing an opportunity for the teenagers in the 
diocese to meet on-line once a week.  

At the end of May, we encouraged our parish to engage with ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 
which is a worldwide prayer movement which encourages church members to 
deepen their faith in God, and to pray for five others to also come to faith in Jesus.  
We will let you know how we got on with this next month.

Dunmanway Model School have been keeping in touch with their pupils - mostly 
by email and parents have been encouraging and helping their children with their 
school work.  On 13th of May we did our first video conferencing assembly.  We 
hope that we will do a few more of these now that we have the technology sorted 
out.

FERMOY UNION (Fermoy, Ballyhooley, Glenville, Knockmourne, Mitchelstown)
The Rev. Gary Paulsen  025-310616
 abbeydean2@gmail.com

Our readings over the past few weeks has been leading us to the end of Eastertide. 
The fifty days of Easter ending with Pentecost. 

Jesus had promised his followers they would not be alone and he would send 
them help. He would send an Advocate. The Holy Spirit who would lead them into 
all truth. We read today about the  dramatic event of the day of Pentecost in the 
first reading from Acts. A diversity of people gathered and yet there seems to be a 
common language a connection in spite of cultural, language and other barriers.

The Gospel reading on Pentecost  takes us into a room where the disciples had 
locked themselves up in the room for fear of the Jews. Jesus greats them with 
peace and then he Breathes in them and says, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’.

Consider two of the paradoxes of Pentecost. First, the Holy Spirit does not come 
to solve our problems but to create them. Think about it: absent the coming of 
the Holy Spirit, the disciples could go back to their previous careers as fishermen. 
Once the Spirit comes, however, that return to ‘normality’ is no longer an option. 
These days we talk about returning to a new normal after Covid 19 but as 
Christians there is never a return to how things were. The ‘good old days’ as 
people like to say. It is about constant change.

If you think receiving the Spirit in your lives means all will go back to how you 
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planned it in your five-year life plan, I will tell you to think again. Our job as the 
‘church’ birthed by the Holy Spirit requires us to move form a safe holy huddle.

 Our congregations will not discover themselves until they give themselves away. 
No amount of time spent on developing a mission statement or devising new 
member campaigns can substitute for looking around one›s community and 
asking, «Who needs us?» and «What can we do with our resources to bear God›s 
love to this part of the world?»

 The second paradox: The Holy Spirit doesn›t prevent failure but invites it. Or, to 
put it slightly differently, the Holy Spirit invites us to find fulfilment and victory in 
and through our setbacks and failures. 

The mindset that “failure is not an option,” is a kind of mindset that is paralyzing 
too many of our congregations. Failure is not only an option, it is inevitable. The 
problems of this world - and our congregations face, are too great, too complex, 
and too significant to imagine that we will hit upon the best solution the first time 
out...or maybe ever.

 Once we›ve  identified a worthy challenge, we must experiment...and count of 
failing, innovate...and count on failing, invent...and count on failing again Each 
mistake, each set back, each false start, each failure is not to be lamented by 
learned from.

How many times have you heard in meetings that this will not work before even 
giving it a go. People are so afraid to fail … and therefore do nothing at times, 
and so we need to accept that sometimes we will fail and that’s ok too .. and 
sometimes it will work out.

Our job is to partner with God’s work wherever we can discern it. If the cross 
teaches us nothing else, it teaches that success will not always look like success, 
and victory may often come disguised as defeat. The question isn’t whether we’re 
successful, but whether we’re faithful.  

This perspective grants a measure of freedom to throw ourselves into lost causes, 
to place ourselves on the side of those who are most vulnerable, and to take 
great risks and dare great ventures. Why? Because we trust that whatever the 
immediate results of our efforts, both our hopes and our future are secured not by 
our abilities but by God’s good promise. 

From  Corinthians(1Cor12: 4-7) : ‘’Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties 
of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each 
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.’’
 
Let us therefore not be timid in our approach to life but be open to how the very 
spirit of God who dwells with us wants to direct our lives, as individuals and as a 
church, to bear much fruit in our lives for the benefit of all creation.
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Make good use of your time without any more guilt that you should be doing 
more. The situation is as it is ‘and this too shall pass’ be patient and wait. God’s 
grace will achieve far more than we can ever ask for or imagine.

In conclusion a  quote from  Julian “...deeds are done which appear so evil to us 
and people suffer such terrible evils that it does not seem as though any good will 
ever come of them; and we consider this, sorrowing and grieving over it so that 
we cannot find peace in the blessed contemplation of God as we should do; and 
this is why: our reasoning powers are so blind now, so humble and so simple, that 
we cannot know the high, marvellous wisdom, the might and the goodness of the 
Holy Trinity. And this is what he means where he says, ‘You shall see for yourself 
that all manner of things shall be well’, as if he said, ‘Pay attention to this now, 
faithfully and confidently, and at the end of time you will truly see it in the fullness 
of joy.” ― Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love 

KILGARRIFFE UNION (Clonakilty, Courtmacsherry, Timoleague, Kilmalooda)
Rev. Kingsley Sutton   023-8833357
 rev.sutton@gmail.com
Lay Pastoral Assistant: Sylvia Helen  086-3230805
Diocesan Reader: Gordon Coombes  086-8736179
  Website: www.kilgarriffe.ross.anglican.org
  Facebook: Kilgarriffe Union of Parishes

New Arrival Many congratulations to 
Damien and Susan Lyons (neé Helen) 
of Lisselane on the arrival of their first 
child, Lily Peggy Lyons, born on the 
2nd May and weighing 6lbs 15oz.

 We are delighted for them and both 
sides of their families.  It is sad that 
no one has been able to go and visit 
because of the current lockdown, but 
we all really look forward to that day 
when we get to see her at last.  
 
Kilgarriffe National School All thanks 
to  our  hard-working  teaching  staff 
who have been doing exceptional 
work to keep teaching our children 

despite not been able to meet together physically in the school.  Using the online 
service called ‘See-Saw’, each child has been able to get individual work plans 
with follow up feedback from their class teachers.  Our teachers have been very 
mindful of those who don’t have access to fast internet speeds and have been 
sending out work by traditional snail mail as well.  Making the most of the current 
lockdown will reap dividends later on.  However, we are all really sad that there 
will be no sports day or school excursion.  Sorry too for the 6th class who haven’t 
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been able to finish their last year in primary school with their friends.  Hopefully we 
will be able to have some kind of reunion when things have improved enough to 
let us all meet up again.  Please do pray for our school and all who are connected 
with it.  It is such a haven for nurturing growth and real community.  If you wish 
to see a video school assembly clip, click on our church website and follow the 
links.  
 
Services for June  Please keep up to date through our website www.
clonakiltychurch.ie to know when our services can resume again.  Every week 
since the lockdown, the Suttons as a family have recorded a podcast in Kilgarriffe 
church that is up online for everyone with access from late on Saturday night 
thanks to Victor and Joyce Buttimer.  Over the last number of weeks we have been 
interviewing parishioners about how they have been adapting to the changes.  
Ralph Sutton was interviewed about what it is like for a student in second year in 
secondary school.  Carolyn Buttimer told us what it was like for her as a mother 
of three young boys while holding down a teaching post.  Alistair Ryan gave us 
a first-hand insight into what it has been like for those studying for the Leaving 
Certificate.  We have also interviewed Shirley Alexander, who is married to Rev 
Greg, the Methodist Minister in Dunmanway.  She told us about her love and 
enthusiasm for birds.  She helped us to identify birds by their song and we 
marvelled at how special they are.  Many of these podcasts are still available to 
listen to several weeks after they were originally broadcast.  If you haven’t done 
so, do click on and listen to them if your wish.  Links to the relevant pages can 
also be found on our Facebook page:  Kilgarriffe Union of Parishes.  
The full written texts of the services are also published each week on the church 
website.  
 
Since Easter Sunday, Kingsley has also been making a short video clip of his 
sermon on Facebook.   It’s been interesting to see that we have been reaching 
many more people on a Sunday through this medium than before the lockdown. 
A short video clip we made from Clonakilty ringing the bells on Easter Day was 
viewed by over three thousand people.  There may not be many, but one positive 
effect of COVID19 has really been to push us to make much more use of these 
fabulous modern methods of communication.  Church as we knew it is certainly 
changing.
 
Please do keep safe and well throughout this lockdown period and follow all the 
government advice- for your own sake and for the sake of the lives of others.  
 
Kingsley’s 50th Birthday Daphne writes:  We had fun celebrating Kingsley’s 
50th birthday on May 11th. It started with the clergy of the Diocese celebrating 
with him at a Zoom Morning Prayer organised by Bishop Paul. A big birthday 
banner up on one of the busy roundabouts in Clonakilty, a short family hike up a 
local hill, a mention on the Ronan Collins Show and a lovely family dinner were 
some of the highlights, not to mention a tasty gluten free ‘Sheep on the Mountain’ 
birthday cake made by Rosanna!  (see photo in colour section).
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KILMOCOMOGUE UNION (St. Brendan the Navigator, Bantry, St. James,
Durrus, St. Peter, Castletownbere)
Canon Paul Willoughby   027 61011    Mobile: 086-8233399
 Email: canonpmw@gmail.com
Diocesan Lay Reader:  Mrs. Sandra Dukelow
Parish Lay Pastoral Assistant:  Mrs Dorothy Beamish
Diocesan Magazine:  Bantry - Mrs. Frances Jennings, Durrus - Jim Pyburn
 Parish Website: www.kilmocomogue.info

  
 

Service Details 
Every  Sunday D.G.       
St. Brendan’s Church, Bantry    8.15am   To be announced
St. Brendan’s Church, Bantry  10am  To be announced
St. James Church, Durrus    11.45am  To be announced
 
Applaud Notwithstanding the current circumstances, as is the case everywhere, 
our primary concern is to make sure that everyone in the community is safe and 
well. We stand together as God’s people with huge respect for the staff of the 
HSE and other  front  line workers who are  acting  is  such  a    gracious,  selfless 
way on behalf of his all. We applaud them and support them by observing the 
government and health guidelines. It has been demanding and challenging, but 
our national statistics seem to show that we have done very well. 

The restrictions Since the restrictions started both churches have remained 
closed. We responded quickly, continuing to use our email and text links to send 
out news and information. We set up a new parish website and most importantly 
have set up a YouTube Channel (Kilmocomogue Union of Parishes). We use this 
channel to broadcast a Sunday service each week. Parishioners take part in the 
intercessions and scripture readings. 

Canon Paul Willoughby on YouTube supporting 
Christian Aid

We are guided in our decision 
making by national and 
diocesan church advice. We 
have had to postpone baptism 
and weddings. Sadly, one of 
our  most loved parishioners 
Eileen Cashman died recently 
and her funeral was carried 
out according to guidelines. 
We remember her with great 
affection.   We plan to have a 
service of thanksgiving for her 
life when the restrictions are 
relaxed. 

Support Christian Aid please 
Christian Aid is of the charities 
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we support. They are really struggling right now. We support them because the 
projects they support in Haiti and Burundi, among others resonate with us. They 
are helping poor rural farming communities. Along with hunger and poverty, these 
communities are now struggling with Covid19 without the resources we have in 
the developed world.  We support Christian Aid with our Garden Fete and with 
a service of thanksgiving and coffee morning both of  which will most likely not 
be going ahead this year. Also the Christian Aid Sheepshead Hike looks to be in 
danger of not happening. These events helped to raise much needed funds. 

Eileen Cashman (née Newman) I join with all the parishioners in being  greatly 
saddened to hear that Eileen Cashman has passed away. She did so in the great 
care  of  the  staff  at  Deerpark  nursing  home.  Eileen’s  health  had  been  frail  for 
several years and so, as christians, we rejoice that she has now entered into the 
light and peace of Christ, her risen Lord where there is no frailty anymore and 
where all tears are wiped away. It is a happy day for her and for her also, a most 
faithful and devout person, the joy of dying at Eastertide. 

Eileen was such a kind and gentle person. She was a proud member of the 
Newman family of Bantry. She was a born carer and spent virtually all her life 
looking after others. In earlier years at St. Luke’s Home in Montenotte, and in 
latter years, when she moved back to the parish of her childhood,  it was to look 
after her brother Billy,  then later her husband Bill. In all this caring she undertook 
it happily with remarkable faith, self-sacrifice and boundless generosity. She was 
a faithful and dedicated parishioner, a regular communicant and a very generous 
supporter all the parish charitable outreach projects. I always admired her as a 
person of tremendous faith and dedication. She saw and understood her life as 
being a vocation. A life lived to give God  praise and glory.

When Eileen’s health became frail she, in turn, received wonderful care from her 
great friends Sean and Bridie Kelly, from Priscilla and Nancy and from her team of 
carers.  We think of them all at this time. We extend our prayers and our fondest 
thoughts to all those who mourn this day. In particular the Cashman, Newman 
And Kelly families. We give thanks for every precious remembrance of Eileen. 
We also give profound thanks to our heavenly Father for a life wonderfully lived. 
Confident of Christ’s victory and claiming his promises, we  leave your servant 
Eileen in your gracious keeping. You loved her greatly in this life. Now that she is 
free from all its cares grant her peace in the name of Jesus our Lord, who died 
and is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and ever.

YouTube You will find our parish YouTube channel by searching for Kilmocomogue 
Union of Parishes.
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KILMOE UNION (Schull, Altar, Crookhaven)
Vacant
Rev. Paul Willoughby (In charge)                                                     027 61011 
 Website: www.kilmoeunion.com
Diocesan Reader: Brian Studdert

Postponements Since the restrictions started both churches have remained 
closed. Unfortunately too we have had to cancel the visits of many clergy who 
were to take part in the ‘house for duty’ scheme. This is such a shame. We are 
most grateful to them and we hope that if all goes well we will be able to greet 
some of the clergy coming in late July. We have had to postpone baptism and 
weddings too. We extend our very best wishes to Nicky Roycroft, her parents 
and family and her fiancée Derek. They have had to postpone their wedding until 
next year. They are in our thoughts and prayers. In this regard we are guided in 
our decision making by national and diocesan church advice. It is most likely 
that with current restrictions we will not be able to have services in the ‘smaller’ 
churches until later in the year. We will have more details once the Select Vestry 
have had an opportunity to meet in early July if the stages in the roadmap are 
followed correctly. 

Parish Finances  One  of  our  concerns,  like  many  parishes,  is  finance  and 
in particular the envelope scheme. We are grateful to Jill Davies our honorary 
treasurer for looking after this most important work. If you were in a position to 
pass on to her a contribution from your envelope donations we would be most 
grateful. 

Applaud As is the case everywhere, our primary concern is to make sure that 
everyone in the community and parish is safe and well. We stand together as 
God’s  people  with  huge  respect  for  the  staff  of  the  HSE  and  other  front  line 
workers who  are  acting  is  such  a    gracious,  selfless way  on behalf  of  his  all. 
We applaud them and support them by observing the government and health 
guidelines. It has been demanding and challenging, but our national statistics 
seem to show that we have done very well.

Blessings to you all
Paul Willoughby
(Priest in charge)

 
KINNEIGH UNION (Desertserges, Farranthomas, Kinneigh, Kilmeen)
Rev. Cliff Jeffers (in charge)    Mobile 087 2390849
                            Email: rector@fanlobbus.ie 
 Union Secretary: Colin Draper   Email:colin1269@hotmail.com

SERVICES IN JUNE 2020
Present arrangements will continue until we are notified that normal services can 
resume.
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Date 7th June 14th June 21st June 28th June

Read-
ings

Trinity Sunday

Genesis 1:

1-2,4a

Psalm 8

Matthew28:

16-20

Trinity 1

Genesis 18:

1-15

Psalm 116:

1,10-17

Matthew 9:

35-10:8

Trinity 2

Genesis 21:

8-21

Psalm 86:

1-10,16-17

Matthew10:

24-39

Trinity 3

Genesis 22:

1-14

Psalm 13

Matthew 10:

40-42

11am

On-Line Service

Service of the Word 

On-Line Service

Service of the Word  

On-Line Service

Service of the Word 

On-Line Service

Service of the Word  

For our online services we usually use one (or maybe two) readings.  

Instructions for connecting by telephone.

This only works live, when the service is happening.  
You cannot phone in to listen to it later.

To join in by telephone, follow the steps below. It will be ready for you to ring in 
from 15min before the event.
1.  Dial the number 01-6533895  

(You will be welcomed to Zoom).
2.  Enter the code 953 262 069 followed by # key.
3.  You will be asked for a number, enter # again. 

(Enter password 543216, if requested)
4. You will be welcomed to the meeting and told how many people are there.
5.  Please mute your phone if possible   

(we can do it if you are not able).  
6. Listen to the service, it will start at 11am.
7.  When you are finished, just hang up.
The cost of this service is just the cost of the phone call to Dublin.

The services are broadcast later at 6pm Sunday evening on West Cork FM radio.

Ballymoney National School / Desertserges National School The teachers 
and staff at both schools are keeping  in touch with their pupils and sending them 
work and checking their progress using the technology available. We know it’s 
not the same for the pupils as being in a classroom and having their friends with 
them but are they are all coping with the present restrictions very well.

Our thanks to everybody for all the work they are doing in making sure the pupil’s 
education does not suffer during the present emergency.
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Harold Shorten with his daughter on their 
farm overlooking Castletown Kinneigh 
Church - part of the Fanlobbus online 
service on 3rd of May, when Jesus said ‘I am 
the gate’

Inside an Ambulance Clare Shorten 
and her colleague Des from Clonakilty 
Ambulance base, who took part in the 
Fanlobbus on-line service on Sunday 
10th  May showed us around the 
ambulance and what they wear on 
Covid-19 calls.  Rev. Cliff Jeffers spoke 
with Clare about her role as a paramedic 
and how her faith helps her in her work. 
The interview with Clare is part of the 
Fablobbus online service for 10th of 
May, and can be found on the 
Fanlobbus and Kinneigh Union 
Facebook Pages.

’You’ve got mail’ If you have any 
family, friends or neighbours in Cork 
University Hospital you can send 
them a letter by emailing the hospital, 
and they will pass it on to them. (cuh.
patientletters@hse.ie). In the subject 
line please include: patient’s name, 
ward name (if known) and 1st line of 
patient’s home address. 

This time of cocooning and lockdown 
has brought with it a time to think 
about what is really important in our 

lives.  With all of the regular parish activities and community events stripped 
away, it certainly gives us time to reflect.  Do all our activities matter as much as 
we thought they did?  When all this is over, will we want to resume everything 
as it was?  We are missing our social connections and we will look forward to 
meeting and interacting with our friends again.  What about the new ways of 
being church that we are learning about and those who are engaging (both young 
and older) through the new online medium.  Will we just switch this off, or should 
it be continued in some form?

Lots of questions for us to think about in the weeks (and months?) ahead.
STAY SAFE

KINSALE UNION (Kinsale, Ballymartle, Templetrine)
Rev. Peter Rutherford  021-4772220
 Email: peterrutherford@me.com
 Website: www.kinsale.cork.anglican.org

No notes this month
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MALLOW UNION (Mallow, Castletownroche, Doneraile)
Canon Alan Marely (Priest in Charge)                                         021 490 2700
Reader: Mrs Avril Gubbins   022-24267
Reader: Mr Emmanuel Adebisi  022-20477
Pastoral Care: Rev. Tony Murphy  087-8327327
 tmurphy@tmahr.com
 E-mail: alan.marley@ucc.ie
 Website: www.mallow.cork.anglican.org
 Facebook: Mallow Union of Parishes   Twitter: @MallowUnion

Thank You Thanks especially to our Bishop Paul for his leadership at this very 
difficult time and for his services from the Palace and all  the work he is doing. 
Thanks to all clergy in the dioceses for all the work they are doing and trying 
out all the different ways of communicating.  Canon Alan Marley and Rev Tony 
Murphy for all they are doing for Mallow parish at the present time.  Also, thanks 
to all  the parishioners  that are on email and are getting a scriptural Reflection 
emailed to them every day during the lockdown.

This is today’s prayer (for 13/5/2020):
God of mercy, when we are bewildered by the incomprehensible suffering of the 
innocent, come to enable us to manifest, by the lives that we live, a reflection of 
the compassion of Christ.  Amen

WhatsApp Group  There has been a WhatsApp group set up for all parishioners 
who use it and people are sharing daily prayers and pictures on this.  And any 
other information to be passed around the parish.  Thanks to the Secretary Linda 
Deane for setting this up.

Reopening of Churches With the announcement of the Government’s 5 Point 
Plan,  the Diocese is beginning to examine when and under what circumstances 
it will be in a position to reopen Churches. (Some light which will become clearer 
over the next few weeks).

Fundraising  Our annual picnic which was to be held the end of May could not so 
maybe if restrictions are lifted we might be able to reschedule before the end of 
the summer.  Also, we don’t know yet whether our Fete will be able to go ahead 
on 8th August.  A decision will be made nearer the time.  A letter has gone out to 
each parishioner about finances and if people want to make a payment please 
contact our Treasurer, Jackie Nagle.

MOVIDDY UNION (Kilbonane, Templemartin, Kilmurry)
Rev David Bowles  089 2364969 
  021 7432597
 Email: dgdbowles@gmail.com
  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MoviddyUnion/

Rector’s notes The sun is shining and the summer is coming.  At first view all 
seems well in the world!  Of course, we know that things are still tough.  On 
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writing of this, we are thinking about what will happen when churches are able to 
reopen and services begin again.  We will still have to social distance, take care of 
hand hygiene, cough into our arms.  Will we be able to sing in church?  How many 
people can fit safely in our churches?  Can we wash our hands properly when we 
go into and leave our churches?  These are all practical questions which we will 
have to address before we can open our churches safely.

It will be a while before we get back to pre-Covid19 times.  In the meantime, we 
have can continue to care for and pray for those who are vulnerable, lonely or who 
have underlying medical problems.

I pray that we all can stay safe.  God will protect us, but we need to help him out!  
So stay safe out there!

Coffee after Church Every Sunday until churches open we are having virtual 
‘Coffee after Church’ by Zoom.  If you would like to join, please email the rector 
for details.

Virtual Church At the moment of writing we are having church services on 
Facebook going online at 10.00am on the parish page.  If you would like to read a 
lesson, be involved in the music or read prayers, please contact the rector.

God Bless and stay safe,
David

ROSS UNION (Rosscarbery, Leap, Union Hall, Castleventry, Glandore)
Very Rev. C. L. Peters   023-8848166
  Mobile: 087 6509316
 Email: rosscathedral@gmail.com
 Facebook: Ross Union of Parishes

‘God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.’  Psalm 46: 1

What  can  one  say? We  are  still  a  long way  off  from  seeing  off Covid-19. We 
continue to admire the incredible dedication of our health workers, to feel deep 
sympathy for those who have lost loved ones, offer our prayers for those who are 
sick, and to pray for those for whom cocooning has brought feelings of loneliness 
and fear.

Worship The churches have been busy continuing the life of the church through 
a myriad of technologies which have, to some degree, helped to keep us together 
while we are apart. I appreciate the comments that have come back about our 
daily prayers and Services of the Word for Sundays.

Illness While we have not had any cases of Covid-19 in the union of parishes, 
there are those who have been ill and we wish them a speedy recovery.
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Sympathy We also extend sympathy to Lily and Mary Jennings on the death of 
their mother, Betty Levis of Ballydehob – a lady of deep and gracious faith. Also 
to Elaine Shanahan on the death of her grandmother Lily Salter.

Reopening Churches Now that the government has produced a ‘road map’ 
thoughts are turning to the tricky question of how to reopen churches when the 
time comes. In the meantime, we continue to  keep the faith and do what we can 
to stay safe.

ST. ANNE’S UNION (SHANDON)
Rev Paul Robinson  021-2411879
  085-2687009
Rev Paula Geary (Assistant Priest)
 Email : paul.robinson@stanneshandon.ie

No notes this month

ST. FIN BARRE’S UNION (St Fin Barre’s Cathedral)
Very Rev. Nigel Dunne (Dean & Incumbent)   021-4963387 Ext. 3
Rev. Ted Ardis  087-6376241
Lay Pastoral Assistant Mr Howard Dunne
St Fin Barre’s Cathedral   021-4963387
 E-mail: cathedral@cork.anglican.org
 Website www.cathedral.cork.anglican.org

 

Sunday Service
11.15am Sung Eucharist and Organ Voluntary
  (Live-streamed on YouTube)
 
Weekday Services
  Suspended until further notice

Opening Days and Times for Visitors in June The Cathedral will remain closed 
for visitors until further notice, until at least 10th August, subject to further 
government advice on the planned relaxation or retraction of restrictions in the 
coming months.

The Dean Reflects … In these extraordinary times it seems strange that it doesn’t 
feel like a month since we last reached the Magazine deadline!  Many people are 
talking about how in some ways the weeks seem long with normal routines long 
gone and yet new routines to some extent taking over.  Carefully timed outings 
for exercise and essential shopping, scheduled online video meetings, strategic 
planning for businesses, socially distanced contact with others, cocooning, 
phone calls, emails … even letters …. new routines, new emphases, new ‘norms’. 
There is a lot of talk about the ‘new normal’ that is on its way.  This ongoing 
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pandemic has in many ways given us all time to think about what really matters 
in our society.  The ‘normal’ political focus that seems always to begin with the 
economy is shifting more towards the immediate social needs in our society and 
that can only be but a timely and much needed shift in emphasis.  So despite the 
disruption, the isolation, the frustrations, the worries and so on … there is much 
good that may come from all this mess and suffering.  In many ways the message 
of hope, even in the midst of suffering, that lies at the heart of the Gospel comes 
to the fore.  Greater appreciation of our environment, the tremendous care of 
those on the frontline, the keeping in touch with others in different ways, to name 
but a few, remind us that Christ’s wish that we should live life abundantly in John 
chapter 8 really comes to the fore.  As we face ‘new normals’ in the coming weeks 
and months, let’s hope that there really is a built-in shift from economy to society 
so that God’s creation may be truly a place of abundant life and hope for all.

Re-opening the Cathedral? At the time of writing plans are still being formulated 
to re-open the Cathedral for worship and for tourism (such as the latter will be in 
2020).  The Cathedral may be able to reopen for Sunday worship in some limited 
way from 26th July and for tourists from 10th August subject to any changes in 
advice from church and state authorities.  Dates will be confirmed nearer the 
time on our website and through our social media channels.  Planning around 
staffing, sanitisation, protective equipment etc is ongoing.

Sunday Service Livestream The Cathedral continues to livestream the 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist every Sunday via its YouTube channel: http://www.youtube.
com/c/SaintFinBarresCathedral Orders of service are available on the website 
homepage: www.corkcathedral.webs.com

Wednesday Lunchtime Recitals and Concerts This series continues each 
Wednesday at 1.00pm on our YouTube channel.  With an eye on trying to provide 
some variety the recital on Wednesday 13th May was something a little different!  
Peter Stobart (Director of Music) sang Ave Regina Caelorum by Michael Haydn 
in the Cathedral while Robbie Carroll (Assistant Director of Music) provided the 
organ accompaniment from the Church of Mary Immaculate Queen in Barna, 
Galway.  Keep an eye on our social media channels for further adventures!

Finance Like so many businesses and organisations the Cathedral relies heavily 
on income from tourism to sustain its life and to maintain such an important and 
iconic heritage building.  With the closure of the Cathedral since 15th March, it, 
like so many other tourist attractions, restaurants, pubs, hotels etc, was suddenly 
faced with a total loss of income from this source just as the season was beginning.  

Thus far, there has been a generous response from Cathedral parishioners and 
supporters but there is a long way to go.  We will soon be appealing for further 
support to ensure the Cathedral can continue to be a place of worship, comfort 
and support for the people of Cork, the diocese and beyond into the future.  
It has taken years of investment and hard work to build up the Cathedral Choir to 
its present very high standard and providing a wonderful experience for almost 
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40 choristers, which urgently needs support if it is to continue.  If you would like 
to support this crucial ministry please consider donating via the ‘Donate’ button 
on our website or by emailing cathedral@cork.anglican.org for details of how to 
arrange a bank transfer or standing order.  Please make sure you have supported 
your local parish first.

TEMPLEBREEDY GROUP (Crosshaven, Nohoval)
Rev. Isobel Jackson   021-4831236
Parish Office (Tuesday - Thursday 9.30-12.30)   021-4831236
Diocesan Reader: Owen Daunt
  Email: office.templebreedy@cork.anglican.org
 Parish Website: www.templebreedy.cork.anglican.org

Deepest Sympathy  We extend our sympathy to the Austin family on the death 
of Trish in Marymount. Trish was well known in the Templebreedy School family 
and the Crosshaven community. A bubbly, vivacious person who loved life. 
Always cheerful, positive and upbeat with lots of friends and a very good friend 
to many. She was a National Champion rower and known for her great work 
ethic and community spirit. She was an active member of the fire brigade and of 
the RNLI. Our thoughts and prayers are with her partner Robin, sons Brian and 
Bobby, daughters Sarah, Vicky and Jennifer, grandchildren, extended family and 
friends. Trish’s funeral prayers were held on  9th of April, in Carrigaline and the 
Crematorium.

Neil Robertson passed away at home on  26th April 2020, after a brave and long 
fought battle with illness.  Our deepest sympathies are with his wife Rosemary 
and his daughter Jennifer, at this time. Neil was a gentleman, a very courageous 
one at that, who took each day as it came without complaint and always with a 
happy disposition. His funeral services took place on the 28th and 29th of April.  
He is sadly missed by his family, neighbours and friends. 

Our deepest sympathies are also with Gunnar Karlsson on the loss of his dear 
wife Una, a beautiful and vibrant person that we knew and loved in Holy Trinity. 
Una was so full of life and energy, strong and fully engaged in family, friends, and 
in life that she loved until her memory faded. St Luke’s Home, Mahon became her 
home from home over six years ago where she was cared for very lovingly and 
by Gunnar and family members who never forgot who she was and were totally 
devoted to the end. Una died on  2nd May and her funeral service took place at 
St Finbarre’s Cemetery on the 5th May.

Our continued, thoughts and prayers are with the Austin families, with Rosemary 
and Jennifer, and with Gunnar, Rosemary, Angela, Lotta, Mats, Anna and Katarina, 
John, Joan and Mella, Una’s grandchildren Aaron, Aoife, Ruadhán and Liadh, 
sister-in-law Monika, brothers-in-law, nephews, nieces, neighbours and friends.

We thank God for the hope of glory we have in Christ. While death does separate us 
from those we love, scripture tells us that there is one thing from which death can 
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never separate us, and that is the love of God. St Paul says, “For I am convinced 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38. 

In these strange times grief has been magnified due to the Coronavirus pandemic, 
it has forced us all to change the usual ways we would support a loved one, when 
ill or passing, whether in the hospital or at home. Our traditional funeral rites and 
services have also been altered. These changes make it doubly difficult for the 
bereaved and for those who would like to support and help. I thank God that his 
love has been evident in a tangible way in these difficult circumstances.

Recorded Services Our church services continue, but in a recorded fashion. 
Thank you to those who offer and read the readings and the prayers weekly which 
is appreciated by everyone. Templebreedy recorded services are available on 
Templebreedy website- www.templebreedy.cork.anglican.org

Templebreedy National School TNS is also continuing from a home situation 
with all the blessings and challenges that brings. Special thanks to the teachers 
for their ongoing engagement and to the children and parents, you will soon be 
able see your friends! We have been doing some recorded assemblies and are 
looking forward to a live Zoom assembly on Ascension Thursday and perhaps a 
prizegiving!

Giving Given that the church buildings are closed for public worship, if you would 
like to make a single or regular donation to the parish, please contact the parish 
office where bank details can be forwarded. 

YOUGHAL UNION (Youghal, Castlemartyr, Ardmore)
Rev. Andrew Orr  087 4196051
  Email:  andreworr1234@gmail.com
             Website: www.youghal.cork.anglican.org

While much of our parish life has been in ‘lockdown’ over the last month, 
nevertheless much has been continuing albeit in a different way.

New Technologies and Social Media In particular, we have all been learning 
quickly  about  dealing  with  new  technologies  and  social  media.    We  have 
broadcasting via Facebook Live every Sunday morning at 11am. At first they were 
simple recordings of a service, but now we are able to have parishioners reading, 
sharing the intercessions, music with hymn lyrics and even guest preachers. Thank 
you to all those who have been prepared to read each week. It is striking to see 
the figures for those who tune in, either live or watching a recording afterwards: 
usually around 300-400, sometimes much higher. They aren’t confined to Ireland 
either, with people watching from the UK, Europe and even Canada.



50

As I write these notes, we are still being encouraged to stay at home and keep 
journeys to a minimum and so I have broadcasting the services from our own 
sitting room.  By the time you read this, the first and even second stage of lifting 
of restrictions may have been lifted and hopefully we will be able to broadcast 
from inside our churches.

Keeping in Touch We are also regularly emailing parishioners with updates, if 
you would like to receive these emails contact the Rector. There is an email every 
Saturday with details about Sunday’s service and other announcements. We have 
been holding weekly coffee mornings over Zoom as well, and I know how much 
these have been appreciated by those who have joined us. Details of these are 
in the email.

Social and Practical Support Thank you to all who are helping their friends and 
neighbours with shopping, calling to see that they are keeping well and much 
much more. Many are also assisting local groups with support to people in the 
community.    Your  efforts  are  very  much  appreciated.  The  Clergy  have  been 
supporting each other through regular phone calls, social media chats and pooling 
of ideas and resources, and that has certainly been appreciated by all of us.

Reopening We don’t yet know a definite date for reopening services, but the end 
of July is possible.  We will of course only open if it is safe to do so, with social 
distancing, hand hygiene and other regulations being observed.

In Memoriam: George Roch Perks George passed away in Youghal and District 
Nursing Home on 15th May in his 90th year.  He was of course one of the great 
stalwarts of this parish, who took on a leadership role throughout the Union for 
many years. Owing to the current restrictions we were unable to have a full funeral 
for George, but instead had a short service at his graveside in the old Churchyard 
at Ardmore.  We will of course, have a memorial service for him at some time in 
the future. 

George was born in Co. Cork, the base for his parents’ travelling funfair and 
quickly learnt the arts of showmanship, welcome and hospitality which were so 
much a feature of his life.  Educated in Midleton College, as a dashing young 
man he was constantly trying his hand at many enterprises, including flying small 
planes full of lobsters from the beach in Youghal direct to the continent. It was 
in the course of one of these enterprises (selling a generator) that he called to 
Woodbine Hill and met Mary and romance followed.  Shortly after their marriage 
they moved to  Canada for a few years until Mary’s mother’s illness brought them 
back to Ardmore. In 1966 they purchased Monatrea House and opened it as a 
family run hotel, with everyone lending a hand to keep it running.  George was of 
course the front man, in charge of greeting and hospitality and he became a well- 
known figure throughout the entire area and far beyond. After 30 years of hard 
work, George and Mary sold the hotel and returned to farm at Woodbine Hill, but 
George continued to be a full part of community, and church, life.  George’s las t 
few years were marked by long debilitating illness, in which we was looked after 
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George Roch Perks

diligently and with great love by Mary, all the family, and a team of care staff.  Our 
sympathies and prayers are with Mary, children Laura, Pam and Sam, sister Sal 
and all the family circle. May he rest in peace and rise in glory.
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HOLY BAPTISM
_

HOLY MATRIMONY
_

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
March
31   In St. Mary’s Churchyard, Dunmanway - Rebecca Beamish
April
27  In Schull Community Cemetery -  Sarah (Sadie) Swanton
May
8  In Saint Matthias Churchyard, Ballydehob - Eliza (Betty) Jane Levis 



To arrange an early appointment to discuss your 
needs contact: (021) 4374444, Or Email:

David.Williams@arw.ie 
Colm.ORourke@arw.ie 
Maura.Lawton@arw.ie 

Catherine.Barry@arw.ie 
Emma.Neville@arw.ie

Catherine.OCallaghan@arw.ie 

Leading Munster Law Firm with over 40 years’ experience in the following areas of Law
CONVEYANCYING • WILLS AND PROBATE • CIVIL LITIGATION* • PERSONAL INJURIES*
• MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE* • FAMILY LAW * • EMPLOYMENT LAW • BANKRUPTCY AND 

DEBT COLLECTION • NOTARY PUBLIC

*in contentious business a Solicitor may not charge fees or other  charges as a percentage or proportion of any award or settlement
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