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 T  HE  G  ATHERING  OF  G  OD  ’  S  P  EOPLE 

 H  YMN  OF  THE  P  ROCESSION  260 

 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
 The cross stands empty to the sky. 

 Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
 Love drowned in death, shall never die. 

 Christ is alive! No longer bound 
 to distant years in Palestine, 

 but saving, healing, here and now, 
 and touching every place and time. 

 In every insult, rift and war, 
 where colour, scorn, or wealth divide, 
 Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
 and lives, where even hope has died. 

 Women and men, in age and youth, 
 can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 

 and find the way, the life, the truth, 
 revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 

 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
 good news to this and every age, 
 till earth and sky and ocean ring 

 with joy, with justice, love and praise. 

 Brian Wren  (b. 1936) 
 The Bishop greets the people: 

 Christ is risen! 
 The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
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 Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 Blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 There is one body and one spirit. 
 There is one hope to which we were called; 

 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
 one God and Father of all. 

 Peace be with you 
 and also with you. 

 The Bishop introduces the service. 

 Please remain seated to sing prayerfully 

 O  UR  C  ONFIRMATION  H  YMN  2023 
 B  LESS  THE  L  ORD  O  MY  S  OUL 

 T  HANKS  AND  P  RAISE  ~ 15 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, 
 Worship his holy name. 

 Sing like never before, O my soul, 
 I’ll worship your holy name 

 1.  The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning, 
 it’s time to sing your song again. 

 Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 
 let me be singing when the evening comes:  Bless the  Lord, 

 2.  You’re rich in love, and you’re slow to anger, 
 your name is great, and your heart is kind. 

 For all your goodness I will keep on singing, 
 ten thousand reasons for my heart to find:  Bless the  Lord, 
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 3.  And on that day when my strength is failing, 
 the end draws near and my time has come. 
 Still my soul will sing your praise unending, 
 ten thousand years and then for evermore: 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, 
 Worship his holy name. 

 Sing like never before, O my soul, 
 I’ll worship your holy name 

 I’ll worship your holy name 
 Yes, I’ll worship your holy name. 

 Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman (b.1974) 

 T  HE  P  RESENTATION 

 The parents/guardians or other sponsors stand with the candidates in their pews. 
 The Bishop asks the candidates: 

 Have  you  been  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
 Holy Spirit? 
 I have. 

 Are  you  ready  with  your  own  mouth  and  from  your  own  heart  to  affirm  your 
 faith in Jesus Christ? 
 I am. 

 The Bishop addresses the whole congregation 

 Faith is the gift of God to his people. 
 In baptism the Lord adds to our number those whom he calls. 
 People of God, will you continue to welcome these candidates 
 and uphold them in their life in Christ? 
 With the help of God, we will. 

 Silence follows for prayer 
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 The Collect of the Day 
 Almighty Father, 
 you have given your only Son to die for our sins 
 and to rise again for our justification: 
 grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness 
 that we may always serve you 
 in pureness of living and truth; 
 through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 who is alive and reigns with you, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 P  ROCLAIMING  AND  R  ECEIVING  T  HE  W  ORD 

 First Reading 
 Acts 2.14a and 22-32 

 But  Peter,  standing  with  the  eleven,  raised  his  voice  and  addressed  them:  ‘Men 
 of  Judea  and  all  who  live  in  Jerusalem,  let  this  be  known  to  you,  and  listen  to 
 what I say. 

 ‘You  that  are  Israelites,  listen  to  what  I  have  to  say:  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  a  man 
 attested  to  you  by  God  with  deeds  of  power,  wonders,  and  signs  that  God  did 
 through  him  among  you,  as  you  yourselves  know—  this  man,  handed  over  to 
 you  according  to  the  definite  plan  and  foreknowledge  of  God,  you  crucified 
 and  killed  by  the  hands  of  those  outside  the  law.  But  God  raised  him  up,  having 
 freed  him  from  death,  because  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  be  held  in  its 
 power. For David says concerning him, 

 “I saw the Lord always before me, 
 for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
 moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 

 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
 or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

 You have made known to me the ways of life; 
 you will make me full of gladness with your presence.” 
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 ‘Fellow  Israelites,  I  may  say  to  you  confidently  of  our  ancestor  David  that  he 
 both  died  and  was  buried,  and  his  tomb  is  with  us  to  this  day.  Since  he  was  a 
 prophet,  he  knew  that  God  had  sworn  with  an  oath  to  him  that  he  would  put 
 one  of  his  descendants  on  his  throne.  Foreseeing  this,  David  spoke  of  the 
 resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 
 “He was not abandoned to Hades, 

 nor did his flesh experience corruption.” 
 This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 

 This is the Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God 

 A Gospel Reading 

 John 20.19-31 

 When  it  was  evening  on  that  day,  the  first  day  of  the  week,  and  the  doors  of  the 
 house  where  the  disciples  had  met  were  locked  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  Jesus  came 
 and  stood  among  them  and  said,  ‘Peace  be  with  you.’  After  he  said  this,  he 
 showed  them  his  hands  and  his  side.  Then  the  disciples  rejoiced  when  they  saw 
 the  Lord.  Jesus  said  to  them  again,  ‘Peace  be  with  you.  As  the  Father  has  sent 
 me,  so  I  send  you.’  When  he  had  said  this,  he  breathed  on  them  and  said  to 
 them,  ‘Receive  the  Holy  Spirit.  If  you  forgive  the  sins  of  any,  they  are  forgiven 
 them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

 But  Thomas  (who  was  called  the  Twin),  one  of  the  twelve,  was  not  with  them 
 when  Jesus  came.  So  the  other  disciples  told  him,  ‘We  have  seen  the  Lord.’  But 
 he  said  to  them,  ‘Unless  I  see  the  mark  of  the  nails  in  his  hands,  and  put  my 
 finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

 A  week  later  his  disciples  were  again  in  the  house,  and  Thomas  was  with  them. 
 Although  the  doors  were  shut,  Jesus  came  and  stood  among  them  and  said, 
 ‘Peace  be  with  you.’  Then  he  said  to  Thomas,  ‘Put  your  finger  here  and  see  my 
 hands.  Reach  out  your  hand  and  put  it  in  my  side.  Do  not  doubt  but  believe.’ 
 Thomas  answered  him,  ‘My  Lord  and  my  God!’  Jesus  said  to  him,  ‘Have  you 
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 believed  because  you  have  seen  me?  Blessed  are  those  who  have  not  seen  and 
 yet have come to believe.’ 

 Now  Jesus  did  many  other  signs  in  the  presence  of  his  disciples,  which  are  not 
 written  in  this  book.  But  these  are  written  so  that  you  may  come  to  believe  *  that 
 Jesus  is  the  Messiah,  *  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  through  believing  you  may  have 
 life in his name. 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 The Sermon 

 H  YMN  278 

 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
 wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 
 Love lives again, that with the dead had been: 
 Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 

 In the grave they laid him, Love by hated slain, 
 thinking that he never would wake again, 

 laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 

 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
 he that for the three days in the grave had lain, 
 quick¹ from the dead, my risen Lord is seen: 

 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
 then your touch can call us back to life again, 

 fields of our hearts, that dead and bare have been: 

 John M.C. Crum  (1872-1958) altd. 
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 R  ESPONSE  TO  T  HE  W  ORD 

 T  HE  D  ECISION 

 The  candidates  gather  with  the  Bishop  at  the  font  for  the  renewal  of  the  promises  of  their 
 baptism. The Bishop puts these questions to them 

 In  baptism,  God  calls  us  from  darkness  to  his  marvellous  light.  To  follow 
 Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

 Therefore I ask: 

 Do you reject the devil and all proud rebellion against God? 
 I reject them. 
 Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
 I renounce them. 
 Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
 I repent of them. 

 Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
 I turn to Christ. 
 Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
 I submit to Christ. 
 Do you come to Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life? 
 I come to Christ. 

 T  HE  P  ROFESSION  OF  F  AITH 

 The Bishop asks each candidate 

 Do you,  N,  believe and accept the Christian faith  into which you are baptized? 
 I do. 

 The Bishop addresses the candidates and the congregation 

 Brothers  and  sisters,  I  ask  you  to  profess  together  with  these  candidates  the 
 faith of the Church. 
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 Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

 Do you believe and trust in God the Son? 

 I  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  God’s  only  Son,  our  Lord  who  was  conceived  by 
 the  Holy  Spirit,  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate, 
 was  crucified,  died,  and  was  buried;  he  descended  to  the  dead.  On  the 
 third  day  he  rose  again;  he  ascended  into  heaven,  he  is  seated  at  the  right 
 hand  of  the  Father,  and  he  will  come  again  to  judge  the  living  and  the 
 dead. 

 Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit? 

 I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  holy  catholic  Church,  the  communion  of 
 saints,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  and  the  life 
 everlasting. Amen. 

 The  Candidates  remain  standing  in  the  aisle  adjacent  to  the  pew  in  which  they  have  been 
 seated. 

 The congregation kneels. 

 T  HE  C  ONFIRMATION 

 The Bishop says 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord 
 who made heaven and earth. 

 Blessed be the name of the Lord 
 now, and for ever. Amen. 

 Silence 
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 The Bishop extends his hands towards those to be confirmed and says 

 Almighty  and  everliving  God,  whose  Son  Jesus  Christ  was  crucified  and  rose 
 again  to  break  the  power  of  sin  and  death:  We  give  you  thanks  and  praise  for 
 the  gift  of  your  Holy  Spirit  by  whom  your  servants  have  been  born  again  and 
 made  your  children.  Grant  that  in  the  power  of  the  same  Holy  Spirit  they  may 
 continue  to  grow  in  the  knowledge  and  likeness  of  Christ;  increase  in  them  your 
 gracious  gifts,  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  understanding,  the  spirit  of  right 
 judgment  and  inward  strength,  the  spirit  of  knowledge  and  godly  living;  and  fill 
 them, O Lord, with the spirit of reverence for you. 

 One by one each candidate kneels before the Bishop who addresses each candidate by name 

 N  , God has called you by name and made you his own. 

 The Bishop then lays his hand on the head of each, saying 
 Confirm, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit. 

 The congregation responds:  Amen. 

 Using the Oil of Chrism the Bishop signs each with the sign of the cross saying 
 Receive the seal of the Spirit. 

 Each candidate returns to his or her place in the aisle.  When all candidates have been 
 confirmed all say: 
 Defend, O Lord, these your servants with your heavenly grace, 
 that they may continue yours forever, 
 and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more 
 until they come to your everlasting kingdom. Amen. 

 The Bishop prays 

 Heavenly  Father,  we  pray  for  your  servants  upon  whom  we  have  now  laid  our 
 hands,  after  the  example  of  the  apostles,  to  assure  them  by  this  sign  of  your 
 favour  towards  them.  May  your  fatherly  hand  ever  be  over  them.  Let  your 
 Holy  Spirit  ever  be  with  them.  Lead  them  to  know  and  obey  your  word,  and 
 keep them in eternal life;  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 The congregation responds:  Amen. 
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 T  HE  P  RAYERS  OF  THE  P  EOPLE 

 All kneel for the prayers 

 As a royal priesthood, let us pray to the Father 
 through Christ who ever lives to intercede for us. 
 Reveal your kingdom among the nations; 
 may peace abound and justice flourish. 
 Especially for … 
 Your name be hallowed. 
 Your kingdom come. 

 Send down upon us the gift of the Spirit 
 and renew your Church with power from on high. 
 Especially this Diocese, Paul our Bishop, 
 and all who live and work in this Parish 
 Your name be hallowed. 
 Your kingdom come. 

 Deliver the oppressed, strengthen the weak, 
 heal and restore your creation. 
 Especially for … 
 Your name be hallowed. 
 Your kingdom come. 

 Rejoicing in the fellowship of the Church on earth, 
 we join our prayers with all the saints in glory. 
 Your name be hallowed. 
 Your kingdom come. 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
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 T  HE  S  ENDING  O  UT 

 All stand to sing 
 H  YMN  287 

 A collection will be taken in aid of the Bishop’s Continuing Ministerial Education Fund 
 which pays for the training and inservice training of people 
 for lay ministry including Readers, and ordained ministry. 

 You are asked to give as generously as your circumstances allow, please. 

 The whole bright world rejoices now, 
 the birds sing out on every bough; 

 Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 Then shout beneath the racing skies 
 to him who rose that we may rise: 

 Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
 Alleluia! Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

 Let us rejoice! All shall be well, 
 friends severed now, in heaven shall dwell: 

 Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 The end of all our ways is love; 

 then rise with him to things above: 
 Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

 Now let all living things rejoice, 
 let young and old lift heart and voice: 

 Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 He rose to cheer us on our ways, 
 he lives to bless us all our days: 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Alleluia! Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

 German (1623) 
 tr.  Percy Dearmer  (1867-1936) altd. 
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 The Commission 

 Those who are baptized are called to worship and serve God. 

 Will  you  continue  in  the  apostles'  teaching  and  fellowship,  in  the  breaking  of 
 the bread, and in the prayers? 
 With the help of God, I will. 

 Will  you  persevere  in  resisting  evil,  and,  whenever  you  fall  into  sin,  repent  and 
 return to the Lord? 
 With the help of God, I will. 

 Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ? 
 With the help of God, I will. 

 Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour as yourself ? 
 With the help of God, I will. 

 Will  you  acknowledge  Christ’s  authority  over  human  society,  by  prayer  for  the 
 world and its leaders, by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice? 
 With the help of God, I will. 

 May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you may be rooted and 
 grounded in love and bring forth the fruit of the spirit. 
 Amen. 

 The Blessing 

 The Bishop blesses the people 

 God  the  Father,  by  whose  glory  Christ  was  raised  from  the  dead,  strengthen 
 you  to  walk  with  him  in  his  risen  life;  and  the  blessing  of  God  almighty,  the 
 Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 
 Amen. 

 They are sent out with these words 
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 He is not here.  He is risen. 
 Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 After the dismissal everyone in the congregation is asked to remain in their pews. 
 After the dismissal, the Bishop will lead the newly confirmed outside. 

 Families should then follow first and then the rest of the congregation. 

 A group photograph will be taken. 

 The Bishop will also stand briefly with each of the newly confirmed for one photograph. 
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 Copyright 
 Material  in  this  service  is  reproduced  from  The  Book  of  Common  Prayer  under  licence 
 number 4032, copyright © RCB 2004. 

 Common  Worship  :  Initiation  Services  (1998)  some  material  of  which  is  reproduced  in  this 
 service is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council, 1998. 

 Hymns  and  songs  subject  to  copyright  are  reproduced  in  accordance  with  Christian 
 Copyright  Licence  (CCL  Licence)  762859  issued  to  the  Bishop  for  his  exclusive  use  on  this 
 occasion only. 
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